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Every year students of Cal State
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) gather for a
week long celebration of diversity
on campus. The vision and mission
statement of CSUMB both embrace
diversity and multicultural learning;
in response, the Residential Hous
ing Association (RHA) plans Diver
sity Day's. This year's Diversity Day's
theme was "Sharing our Similarities,
Celebrating our Differences," and
ran from March 5 to March 9.
The Diversity Days events began
on March 5 with a Tye Dye event in
the Main Quad hosted by the Out
and About Club. It was followed

up later in the day with the Brown
Eyed Blue Eyed program, a collabo
ration between the Otter Cross Cul
tural Center (OC3) and RHA.
OC3 and the Associated Students
Cultural Enrichment Committee
came together on March 6 and
brought the CSUMB community
an evening with Winona LaDuke.
Winona LaDuke is a two-time Vice
Presidential Candidate for the Green
Party. She regularly speaks about
environmental action, sustainabil
ity, economic and social justice, in
digenous rights, and the rights and
empowerment of women.

The annual Tunnel of Oppression
debuted on March 6 and closed
on March 7. Presented by RHA, the
event placed emphasis on issues of
oppression and aimed to educate
as well as challenge the partici
pants to think more critically about
issues of oppression.
On March 8, RHA hosted the
DragBall Dance in the University
Center Ballroom. Free to all CSUMB
students, the dance themed with
'Somewhere Over the Rainbow,"
featured a performance by Honey
Mahogany. Attendants enjoyed
dancing to music, and were later

given the opportunity to ask Honey
Mahogany questions.
The Diversity Monologue con
cluded Diversity Days festivities
on March 9. It allowed students
to reflect on and perform original
monologues about challenges
and achievements with equality
and diversity.
"RHA was very proud of all of
the programs and thanks the many
volunteers and campus partners
that helped us share our similarities
with each other and celebrate our
differences," said Duane Lindsay,
RHA President.
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WHAT YOU OTTER BE DOING
THU 3/15

SAT 3/24

WED 3/28

IDEAS OF MARCH

BIG SUR MUD RUN

MEDIA LEARNING CENTER
12 RM.-8 RM.

FREEMAN STADIUM
8A.M.- 12RM.

MAKING THE MOST OF
COLLEGE

The "ldeas of March" will create teams
of CSUMB students, community
college students and professional
programmers that work together to
develop Android Apps for local non
profit organizations. Support will be
provided by the ITCD department.

The Mud Run is an approximate
five mile loop course beginning
and ending at Freeman Stadium on
the CSUMB campus. The course is
partially on the road and partially
on trails and includes hills, water,
obstacles, five foot walls and four
mud pits. You will get wet and you
will get muddy. You'll be able to
run through a shower just before
entering the finish area and be sure
to bring towels and a change of
clothing.

RESTORATION
PLANTING AT UPPER
CARR LAKE
OFF CAMPUS LOCATION
10 AM-1 RM.
Volunteers are invited to help clean
up trash, remove invasive weeds, and
plant native plants at Upper Carr Lake.
Ongoing restoration efforts at Upper
Carr Lake have made this a thriving,
frequently enjoyed public space and
an important habitat for many birds
and other wildlife. Tools, water and
great snacks provided for this special
event!

MON 3/19
REVOLUTIONS OF
THE 21 ST CENTURY:
CHANGING OUR WAY
OF LIFE
UC BALLROOM
12:15 RM.
Discussing foreign policy will
be Dennis Ross, councilor at the
Washington Institute, former special
assistant to President Obama for
the Central Region and National
Security, and former special advisor
on Iran to Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton and Fran Townsend, former
assistant to President George W.
Bush for Homeland Security and
Counterterrorism, national security
issues contributor, CNN, and senior
vice president at MacAndrews &
Forbes. Frank Sesno, director of
the School of Media and Public
Affairs at The George Washington
University, and
former CNN
Washington bureau chief will
moderate.

MON 3/26
STUDENT
CONSERVATION
ASSOC. INFO SESSION
COLLEGE OF ARTS, HUMANITIES
& SOCIAL SCIENCES
12 RM.-1 RM.
Student Conservation Association
(www.thesca.org) is the nation's
oldest
and
largest
provider
of
conservation
internships,
offering nearly 2000 expense paid
opportunities each year. Internships
last from 3 to 12 months, start at all
times throughout the year, and are
found all across the country. Interns
have the opportunity to work with
such agencies at the National Park
Service, National Forest Service,
Bureau of Land Management, US
Fish and Wildlife Service, Army Corps
of Engineers, etc. All ages, majors and
skill sets are eligible to apply.
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MONTEREY PENINSULA
FOUNDATION AUDITORIUM
2 RM.-3 RM.
CSUMB has so much to offer but do
you know how to maximize your
time and take advantage of all the
great resources? We will give you
a roadmap on things you should
be doing throughout your 4 years
in college. Attend 3 workshops and
get entered in a raffle for a $100.00
bookstore raffle!

WED 3/28
TOWN HALL ON
ADJACENT FT ORD
DEVELOPMENT
STUDENT CENTER - WEST LOUNGE
3 RM.-5 RM.
A town hall forum for the campus
on the various development
projects occurring adjacent to
the campus. The idea would be
to have the jurisdictions (Seaside,
Marina, County, and FORA) come
and update the campus on such
projects as the Dunes, Maingate,
MST/Whispering Oaks, Eastside
Parkway, Monterey Downs, etc.

THU 4/5
CALIFORNIA HISTORY
DAY
STUDENT CENTER-RM 108
SRM.-830RM.
Students will present their research
topics. There will be a reception
from 8-8:30.

BYE Bl STEREOTYPES
CROSSCULTURALCENTER
12 RM.-2 RM.
The Otter Cross Cultural Center and
Out and About are cosponsoring
this dynamic discussion about
bisexuality myths, and stereotypes

GOT AN EVENT?
LET US KNOW!
OTTER_REALM@CSUMB.EDU

FOR MORE EVENTS, VISIT THE CSUMB MASTER CALENDAR ONLINE @ WWW.CALENDAR.CSUMB.EDU

Crystal Marie Lopez, Editor-in-Chief

CRLOPEZ@CSUMB.EDU

Riding the wave from our Fourth
Place Best of Show Award at the As
sociated Collegiate Press' National
College Journalism Convention in
Seattle the Otter Realm (OR) pres
ents to the Cal Sate Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) community our third is
sue of the Spring semester.
Amongst the topics addressed
in this issue is Invisible Children's
KONY 2012 movement. Do you
know about Invisible Children's
"Stop Kony" campaign? I noticed it
really take off in one night via Face
book, Vimeo, YouTube, and other
social media networks.
I resisted watching the video and
had strayed away from taking part
in what I thought was "Just another
Facebook craze".Yet, I began to re
ceive suggestions we cover it for the
upcoming issue and I started think
ing if this many people are captivated
by and supportive of it, I should really
see what it was all about and delve
into researching the movement.
It became apparent there are
some non-supporters of the cam
paign. There seems to be some dis
content over the campaign, the al
location of money in the non-profit
organization, and the methods be
ing used to "Stop Kony". These are
all issues I think are important for
any critical thinking adult, like our
selves, to be informed about.
Even after reading all this infor
mation I sat and watched the ap
proximately 30 minute video with
a little bit of a pessimistic attitudeand I still teared up. Now whether
the campaign itself is faulty or not
there is still a problem and there
are still people who want to see a
resolution to the problem. And the
video, which is angled and made
so perfectly it had me considering
buying a Kony Kit to support the
cause, still continues to be repost
ed on most social media sites.
However, I think it is important

for us all to think critically about all
the aspects involved in this move
ment, (not to forget other direc
tions like, new methods of protest,
how this generation raises aware
ness, whether these movements
become just "fads" of the moment).
I think it is great for us to collabo
rate and come together to better a
troubling situation, but why do we
have to focus these efforts to prob
lems so far away? Why not focus
some of that effort closer to home?
Henry Houston, OR staff mem
ber, did some research and com
ments, "13.9 percent of Monterey
County residents live under the
poverty level. That's 57,692 resi
dents living in poverty. That's more
than the populations of the city
of Monterey and Seaside put to
gether. So instead of donating to
charities that are sketchy like Invis
ible Children, remember there are
those who are in need in your own
backyard."
Here's something to think about:
In 2010 Monterey researchers
analyzed 20 years of Salinas crime
statistics and found violence most
closely correlated with lack of edu
cation. Their research was support
ed by statistics showing the Salinas
Valley has high dropout and low
literacy rates. This leads to a lack
of better future options for youth.
Thus, if not educated, what do the
local youth have to aspire to?
The Community of Caring Mon
terey Peninsula will be hosting the
Pursuit Youth Expo on Friday, April
13. They are currently searching
for volunteers, further information
can by found by contacting Steven
Goings. Numerous volunteer op
portunities can be found through
the VolunteerMatch Organization's
website. A quick search of the
93955 zip code turns up results
from The Boys & Girls Clubs of Mon
terey County, currently looking for
tutors and volunteers for their Liter
acy Initiative Book Buddy Program.
These are just a few of the many
volunteer opportunities available
to you right now- right here.
Let us not be distracted by Kony
2012 or any other movement of
that magnitude that we forget
about our commitment here. Who's
fighting for the youth of Monterey
County?

NEWS

Designed By: Adam Napoletano

www.otterrealm.net | March 15, 2012 | Otter Realm | 3

"It's No Time To Be Humble"
Virginia Brown, Staff Reporter
VBROWN@CSUMB.EDU

Maria Hinojosa, award winning
journalist and host of PBS's Maria
Hinojosa: One-on-One, gave the
keynote speech at the International
Women's Day event, Media as an In
strument of Social Change, at Mon
terey Peninsula College on March
3. She and other panelists such as
Caroline Heldman, Elisa Munoz,
Dina Eastwood and Kate DanielsKurz addressed the relationships
between media, gender inequality
and public policy. Hinojosa spoke
about her experiences as a jour
nalist, issues women face here and
throughout the world and what it
means to be a "feminista."
OR: How does it feel to be a
role model for young women of
color and Latinos?
MH: I think that's one of the chal
lenges we face actually as Latinas,
that we face this notion that we
have to start seeing ourselves as
role models. We kind of assume
that position. It's not one that I
think comes naturally to us. It's not
like you walk around thinking, "I'm
a role model. I'm a role model." But
the reality is that the challenges we
face as Latinos in this country, when

Interview with Award Winning Journalist
Maria Hinojosa

you think about Arizona, or Ala
bama, and these anti-immigration
laws, anti-Latino laws, every single
young woman who has graduated
from high school, who is striving
to do something with her life. Ev
ery single one of them is a role
model. Every single one of them
has to understand that they have
that power to be a leader. Again,
within the Latino community, it's
not like you really think of yourself
this way. Frankly, many Latinos are
very humble people and the reality
is that now we don't have the time
to be humble. So that was a long
way of answering that, but for my
own self, it's only been in the last
decade that I've learned to...that
I am a role model. It's hard for me
to say it because I'm just a mom,
I'm just working, I'm just trying to
do the right thing, have a job, help
others find work, be a journalist...
but in this moment in history in
the United States of America it's a
time for leadership. It's a time for all
of us to understanding that if you
believe in democracy, you are a role
model.

OR: What is your opinion on
the representation of people of
color in the news media? Do you
think that it is diverse enough?

MH: No. We don't really have—
it has gotten better—but getting
better is really not what we need,
because what you have to realize
is that this country is no longer the
country that it used to be even ten
years ago. The Latino population
grew by 30 percent. That means
it almost doubled since the last
census. We're not the same coun
try that we were. Our news media
should be completely reflective
of the diversity and the complex
ity around issues of race. And yet
it hasn't quite delivered. Even
though this country elected Barack
Obama—clearly a sign that this
country is much more open—but
in the news media the basic issue
is that you still have a news media
that is run by men; most of those
men are white men. And so, I'm
not going to say that they have,
you know, a master plan to mess
everything up, not represent, many
times they're just quite ignorant,
so it's the role of everybody else to
pressure the mainstream media to
change, to be more effective.

MARINA HINOJOSA GIVES HER KEYNOTE SPEECH AT THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY EVENT AT
MONTEREY PENINSULA COLLEGE
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VIRGINIA BROWN

OR: What sort of challenges
did you face when you were first
starting out in the news media?
Do you think that it has gotten
better or worse?

are. It's not. So actually—I don't
have numbers in front of me—but I
would hasten to say that the diver
sity in the media has either stayed
the same or decreased for the past
five years.

MH: All right, well the kinds of
challenges that I faced was that
OR: Do you have any advice to
I was really the first one. I was the offer young journalists coming
first Latina to be hired at NPR in into the field, especially as it's
Washington DC, I was the first Lati changing now?
na correspondent at NPR, I was the
first Latina correspondent at CNN, I
MH: If you're a young journalist
was the first Latina correspondent of color, or a young journalist who
anchor at PBS, I'm the first Latina to understands that journalism is a
own her own production company mission—because I don't want to
dedicated to public media. So, you just limit it to journalists of color—
know, the challenges are still there. hold on. Understand that you play
And for me, the joy is that there are a very important role in American
other young women who are not democracy. You may not feel that
being first. So they, in fact, have way, but you do. You will always be
more of a community that they can discouraged, because the media is
rely on, I would hope. The problem not an easy place. But again, if you
is that the economic downturn has understand that your mission is
had a real serious impact on di to tell stories, to give voice to the
versity in the media. So, last hired, voiceless, to uncover injustice, to
first fired. So there are many young make what is invisible visible, then
journalists of color who are still hold on and don't give up. Because
having a very difficult time because we need you: you are an essential
it's becoming even more competi part of one of the basic tenets of
tive. It should be the opposite giv democracy.
en what our demographic changes
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Environmentalist Winona LaDuke
Erika Murillo, Staff Reporter
EMURILLO@CSUMB.EDU

Choosing Conservationism Over Consumerism

Activist Winona LaDuke spoke in
LaDuke continued with convic over the land, one of addictive and
the University Center Ballroom at tion, dabbling on the idea of nam selfish motives. The opposing side
Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB) ing landscapes after people.
was of reverence and respect for
March 6. Environmentalists, profes
"Who thinks it's okay to name the land we walk on. LaDuke, ever
sors, activists, natives, and students something as immortal as a moun the champion of sustainability,
alike applauded the environmen tain something as mortal as a spoke adamantly about the suc
talist-activist as she stepped onto man?" asked LaDuke. She asserted cess she had in helping her tribe
the stage. She calmly surveyed it was her way of deconstructing become more environmentally
those in attendance as she greeted the colonial view.
friendly. "Wild should mean some
them in her native tongue, Ojibwe.
The main difference in views, thing," said LaDuke when recalling
"Where we come from, where LaDuke spoke to the ever-eager pleas to genetically engineer some
we are going," started LaDuke, crowd, was the view society had of the crops she had grown.
who stressed that in order to know
where one is headed, one must
know where they come from. In
this spirit, LaDuke began to weave
the history of her heritage, which
she asserted would help the audi
ence better understand the native
perspective on environmental jus
tice. The impassioned activist con
tinued to speak on the struggles
which can obstruct who a person
is spiritually. She added, "We are all
related."
The crowd showed its approval
when LaDuke insisted the mind
set must change from digging the
"hole" deeper to "thinking outside"
the box. LaDuke, paralleling the
environment to society, mentioned
the cycle of the moon and ocean.
According to LaDuke, society had
to follow the pattern of the moon
and ocean, to change with the
time.
WINONA LADUKE SPEAKS AT THE CSUMB BALLROOM

LaDuke urged the audience to
rethink the meaning of sustainabil
ity and cut down consumption. She
also encouraged students to be ac
tive in the environmentalist com
munity. "[Students are] young, you
have a shot at doing a lot with the
knowledge you have. Don't squan
der it,"urged LaDuke.
According to Timothy Bills, Stu
dent Activities & Leadership De
velopment Director, LaDuke was

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ERIKA MURILLO

a great candidate who could offer
students a different world view:
an interdisciplinary one. LaDuke
has extensive knowledge on na
tive economic development, hav
ing earned a degree from Harvard.
Besides being an activist, LaDuke is
also a writer and a voice for Ameri
can Indians who have concerns in
economic and environmental ar
eas.
She is the winner of various hu
man rights awards as well as the
founder of the White Earth Land
Recovery Project in Minnesota.
She is the Executive Director of
Honor the Earth, an organization
dedicated to creating awareness of
environmental issues which plague
Natives by asking "people to recog
nize our joint dependency on the
Earth and be a voice for those not
heard," as stated in organization's
mission statement.
She was nominated by Time
Magazine as one of the country’s
most promising leaders under the
age of 40, four years prior to being
named Woman of the Year by Ms.
Magazine. LaDuke was inducted
into the National Women's Hall of
Fame Sept. 2007.
This was LaDuke's second visit
to CSUMB. She had previously at
tended the university's first Diver
sity Day celebration back in 2001,
as a speaker.

Ecologista Winona LaDuke

Eligiendo Conservadurismo En Vez De Consumerismo

Translated by Estella Porras
EPORRAS@CSUMB.EDU

Ambientalistas, indigenas americanos, activistas politicos y estudiantes en general aplaudieron a la
ambientalista y activista Winona
LaDuke en su presentation del
pasado 6 de marzo en la Universidad Estatal de California Monterey
Bay (CSUMB).
Ella recibid a los asistentes con
una bienvenida en su lengua nativa, Ojibwe.
"Para saber a donde vamos"
comenzo LaDuke, "hay que saber
de donde venimos". De esta manera, LaDuke entretejio la historia
de sus tradiciones en su discurso,
ayudando asi al publico a entender
mejor el punto de vista de los nativos americanos sobre la justicia
ambiental.

Ademas de ser una h'der ambi
ental, de haber sido candidata a
la vicepresidencia por el Partido
Verde, LaDuke, graduada de Har
vard, es tambien una escritora y
una voz para los indigenas ameri
canos en los temas economicos y
ambientales. Ella ha recibido varios
premios de derechos humanos, es
fundadora del Proyecto de Recuperacion de Tierras White Earth en
Minnesota y es la directora ejecutiva de la organizacion Honor a la
Tierra.
LaDuke insistio en que la mentalidad debe cambiar, en lugar de
seguir excavando el mismo agujero, se debe "pensar fuera del
molde". Utilizando diversas metaforas sobre la sociedad y la naturaleza, ella comparo una sociedad
sin diversidad cultural - un crisol
de culturas, con un pure, un monocultivo. "La diversidad cultural es

tan importante o mas importante
que la biodiversidad", dijo. Otra de
sus metaforas se refierid al ciclo de
la luna y las mareas del oceano. La
sociedad debe que seguir el patron
de la luna y el mar, debe cambiar
con el tiempo.
En su opinion, un punto central
de la lucha por el cambio social es
la forma en que esta sociedad ve a
la tierra, de una manera "adictiva y
egoista" mientras que una mirada
opuesta reconoce la "reverencia y
respeto por la tierra que pisamos."
Esa es la nocion de Io sagrado que
viene de la tradicion nativa. LaDuke
continuo incursionando con conviccion en la idea de nombrar a los
paisajes con nombres de gente.'^A
quien le parece bien nombrar algo
tan inmortal como una montana
con el nombre de algo tan mor
tal como un hombre", pregunto
LaDuke. Esta era su forma de de-

construccion de la vision colonial
que aun prevalece.
LaDuke hablo firmemente sobre
el exito que ha tenido en ayudar a
su comunidad de origen a volverlse
cada vez mas respetuosa del medio
ambiente."La vida salvaje debe significar algo", dijo al recordar peticiones para modificar geneticamente
algunos de los cultivos que su co
munidad siembra.
LaDuke insto al publico a repensar el significado de la sostenibilidad y reducir el consumerismo.
Tambien alento a los estudiantes
a ser activos en la comunidad
ambientalista. "[Ustedes los estu
diantes] son jovenes, tienen una
oportunidad de hacer mucho con
el conocimiento que tienen. No Io
malgastasten".
La apasionada activista hablo
sobre las luchas que pueden obstruir la espiritualidad de las perso

nas. "Todos estamos relacionados",
agrego.
De acuerdo con Tim Bill, director
de Actividades Estudiantiles y Di
rector de Desarrollo de Liderazgo,
LaDuke fue una gran candidata que
vino a ofrecer a los estudiantes una
vision del mundo diferente. Una
vision "interdisciplinaria", dijo Bill.
LaDuke fue nominada por la re
vista Time como uno de los lideres
mas prometedores del pais entre
aquellos menores de 40. Cuatro
anos antes de ser nombrada Mujer
del Aho por la revista Ms. LaDuke
fue admitida en el Salon Nacional
de Mujeres de la Fama, en septiembre de 2007.
Esta fue la segunda visita de
LaDuke a CSUMB. Ella asistio previamente como oradora invitada
en la primera celebracion del Dia
de la Diversidad de la Universidad
en 2001.
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Michael Arcega Thrilla' In Manila
Visiting Artist Michael Arcega's
Innovation Wows Students

UP-CLOSE SHOT OF MANILA FOLDER SUIT OF ARMOR

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
MICHAEL ARCEGA

Erika Murillo, Staff Reporter
EMURILLO@CSUMB.EDU

Masturbation becomes Mass star
vation, persuading becomes first
wedding. These changes are pos
sible due to dyokes. Dyokes as used
by artist Michael Arcega, who as
serts they are the Filipino equiva
lent to knock knock jokes. It is one
of the assets of being bilingual,
by changing one letter in a word
changes the meaning of that word
to another.
Arcega uses this to his advan
tage. Most of his art projects are
named using this play-on-words.
El Conqiustadork and Conquistadourkes are prime examples of
Arcega's love for using historical
layers, language and humor. Both
projects are loaded with historical
content attesting to the complexity
of history.
The Filipino-American visual art
ist came on March 8 to the Cal State
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) campus to
speak to students at the University
Center living room about his art
and influences. He focused on Lan
guage and Landscape as a proposal
for intercultural navigation. Arcega
spoke in a room full of eager stu
dents, professors, and spectators
alike. Growing up in the Philippines
and migrating to Los Angeles when
he was 10 years old, Arcega be
came influenced early on by visual
art, mainly graffiti. Another influ
ence is language. Arcega joked his
last name was always underlined in
red when he types in a Word docu
ment. This got him thinking about
language and how some words
transfer across culture while oth

ers do not. He agreed that he is in
fluenced from his surroundings as
well as his language. "As a kid I tried
to get away from it (Filipino accent)
but as an adult it becomes an asset,"
said Arcega.
Using manila folders Arcega
constructed two complex suits
of armor (conquistadorkes) and a
10-foot high Spanish galleon (El
Conquistadork). The artist insists
these ingenious structures are a
celebration to the past, a micro
monument for a past which is too
often seen as a mystery today. He
showed a video of El Conquistadork's maiden voyage in Tomales
Bay, which drew laughs at certain
parts due to the comical comments
of the artist himself.
Hailing from Manila, Arcega in
sists one of the reasons he used
manila folders was to express his
understanding of where the name
for the folders came from. Accord
ing to Arcega, a trade route existed
connecting Mexico, the Philip
pines, and Northern California. The
mini Spanish galleon was his way
of making sense of the route and
commemorating the event. Arcega
asserts he compresses all the in
formation in order to make sense
of it, and then commemorates the
event by making objects that are
both interesting and captivating.
He added that the process of get
ting to where a person wants to be
is just as rewarding as the outcome.
The artist is more than content
with his chosen career path and
although challenging at times,

expressed that a person should
do whatever makes them happy.
"There is a quote by Joseph Camp
bell which says Follow your bliss.
It says to me if you follow your in
stincts you'll find a happy place,"
said the artist.
To see more of Arcega's work
go to the artist's website at: http://
arcega.us.

MANILA FOLDER CONSTRUCTED SHIP

FULL ARMOR SUIT MADE OF MANILA FOLDERS

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
MICHAEL ARCEGA

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
MICHAEL ARCEGA
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Panetta's Talks Back
2012's First Lecture to Focus on Foreign Policy
United States involvement in the
Middle East peace process and has
held many diplomatic and foreign
On March 19 the Panetta Institute is policy posts.
hosting the first of several speakers
Speaker Fran Townsend is a
in its annual Lecture Series. It will repeat speaker at the Panetta
be hosted at the Monterey Confer Institute Lecture Series from 2010.
ence Center at 7 p.m. According to Townsend is Senior Vice Presi
the Panetta Institute's website, the dent of MacAndrews and Forbes
organization annually "brings na Holdings Inc., and works as a con
tional political leaders and policy tributor for CNN as an expert on
thinkers to the Monterey Peninsula counterterrorism, national and
to discuss important issues of the homeland security. She is the for
day."
mer assistant to President George
Each year, the Panetta Institute W. Bush, working for Homeland
chooses several topics supporting Security and Counterterrorism, and
a central theme for the Speaker has followed intelligence and re
series, each topic emphasized on ported on the activities of al-Qaeda.
different days. For every topic, the
Moderator Frank Senso is a na
Lecture Series hosts two to three tionally renowned moderator, and
speakers and one moderator. This currently the director of the School
year the theme is Revolutions of of Media and Public Affairs at The
the 21st century: Changing Our George Washington University.
Way of Life. The first topic to kick He is a former news anchor, White
off the Lecture Series this year is House correspondent and inter
U.S. Foreign Policy and the Middle view host with CNN. As a member
East, with speakers Dennis Ross of the Council on Foreign Relations,
and Fran Townsend and moderator he has conducted interviews with
Frank Sesno.
foreign officials including former
Speaker Dennis Ross is a coun Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak,
cilor at the Washington Institute. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Ross has played a large role in the Netanyahu, and former Palestine
Melanie Graham, Staff Reporter
MGRAHAM@CSUMB.EDU

Past Notable Speakers
ANTONIN SCALIA,
ASSOCIATE JUS
TICE OF SUPREME
COURT

1998-1999
2005

FORMER SEC
RETARY OF
DEFENSE ROB
ERT GATES

MARK ANDREES
SEN, NETSCAPE
FOUNDER

2000

2006

POLITICAL
COLUM
NISTPAT
BUCHANAN

Liberation Organization Chairman in democracy is changing the way
things work in Washington DC,
Yasser Arafat.
According to The Panetta Insti because right now, "there is no bi
tute Director, Sylvia Panetta, the partisanship in Washington and in
organization's mission is to inspire Sacramento," Panetta said.
people, particularly youth, and "to
The Panetta Institute has creat
inform the public to learn more ed, and also works with, a number
of other programs focusing on the
about public service."
Panetta encourages students to local community. Monterey County
get involved and to "get out and Reads is a program whose goal is
vote," participating in the demo to help struggling kindergarten
cratic process. When asked what through third grade students im
she thought of political discourse prove their reading skills. Some
today, Panetta said there is a mu program volunteers come from
tual lack of respect in Washington students at Cal State Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) who are participating in
D.C. right now.
"If they listen to one another Service Learning.
they might just learn something.
The Panetta Institute Lecture Se
But there is a lot of shouting going ries is a part of community engage
on," she said. "Compromise for the ment in democracy, and the orga
far left and far right has become a nization hopes to create a large
bad word."
impact through the series. Tickets
Since the Panetta Institute's for the entire Lecture Series cost
foundation in 1998, it has added $340; however, in order to reach a
and improved numerous pro wider audience, it will be broadcast
grams. The Congressional Intern through a variety of media outlets,
ship Program gives students an op including cable television on chan
portunity to work in Washington, nel 26, CSUMB Campus Televideo
DC and get first-hand experience in on channel 72, and radio on KAZU
90.3 FM.
democracy.
Part of the goal in getting young
people engaged and participating

FORMER MN
GOVJESSE
VENTURA

FORMER FBI
DIRCETOR
WILLIAM SES
SIONS

And if you don't
have $340...
In order to include students in
the Monterey Peninsula, the Pa
netta Institute and CSUMB will
hold an afternoon student pro
gram in which 20 students are
selected to attend. A student
attending the afternoon session
might even have an opportunity
to attend the evening program
for free.
The afternoon lecture will
feature a special lecture by a
Panetta Institute professor, a
moderated presentation by the
guest speakers, but the major
ity of the program is invested in
a question and answer session
between students and the
guests.
The event will be held in the
University Center Ballroom, from
12:15 to 4:00 p.m.
Those interested should apply
for a ticket at activities.csumb.
edu/panetta-institute-lectureseries

FORMER
SPEAKER NEWT
GINGRICH

FORMER CA
GOV ARNOLD
SCHWARZENEG
GER

2001

2002

2003

2004

2007

2008

2009

2010

JAMES
CARVILLE,
POLITICAL
CONSUL
TANT

FORMER NM
GOV BILL RICH
ARDSON

FORMER SEN
ATE MAJORITY
LEADER TOM
DASCHLE

FORMER VP AL
GORE
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Yea or Nay: KONY 2012 Campaign
Supporters and Critics of Invisible Children's Viral Film

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
FLICKR BIG C HARVEY
Nicole Onuska, Staff Reporter
NCOMETA@CSUMB.EDU

With technology so advanced and
widely used, why not use social
media to spark up a worldwide
movement? That is exactly what a
non-profit group Invisible Children
did when they posted a 29-minute
film called "KONY 2012" on Vimeo
(posted on March 4) and YouTube
(posted March 5). The film went
viral in just two days, and had over
16 million Vimeo views, and over 67
million YouTube views by March 10.

It was a call to action for
the world to build aware
ness and action towards
getting Joseph Kony ar
rested and tried due to
extreme atrocities against
humanity.
According to Discov
ery News, Joseph Kony is
leader of the supposedChristian group Lord's
Resistance Army (LRA) in
Uganda, and has been ter
rorizing and kidnapping
children in the country for
over 26 years. He claims
to be possessed by spir
its which guide his deci
sions. In 2005, he was accused of
10,000 killings and the abductions
of 24,000 children. He was further
indicted by the International Crimi
nal Court for 33 charges including
murder, enslavement, rape, pillag
ing, and forced fighting.
So what did the film say and do
to receive support but also criti
cism?
Many of the critics argue on the
misinformation the film presents.
Dr. Beatrice Mpora, director of com
munity health organization Kairos
located in Gulu, Uganda, told the
United Kingdom's The Telegraph

News that the film is wrong be
cause the LRA have not been there
in Gulu since 2006, "It can cause us
more problems than help us,"Mpora said.
Journalist Michael Wilkerson
writes in Foreign Policy Magazine
the same perspective, adding he
does not see "how millions of wellmeaning but misinformed people
are going to help deal with the
more complicated reality."
On the other hand, Adam Rog
ers, researcher at University of
Southern California, shared with
the Los Angeles Times, "We could
be breeding a culture that thinks
hitting the'share'button is enough
to solve complex social problems.
But hitting the 'share' button is
still more than many people were
doing beforehand." The one thing
that is clear is this film has spurred
a global movement, especially
among American youth.
Invisible Children's spending
practices have also fallen under in
tense scrutiny due to one-third of
spending on direct services to the
Ugandan people. However, accord
ing to Invisible Children, advocacy
and raising awareness is a part of
their organization's mission.
This biggest issue critics argues

New CAHSS Dean
John Flores, Staff Reporter
jOFLORES@CSUMB.EDU

On March 7, it was announced
that Dr. Ilene Feinman had been
appointed as Dean of the College
of. Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences (CAHSS) at Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB). Since last year,
Dr. Feinman has held the post on
an interim basis until a permanent
Dean could be found.
In a recent telephone interview,
Dr. Feinman described her feelings
about the appointment and the
interview process, "It's exciting. I'm
really excited to begin developing
a vision of where [CAHSS] is going
next."

According to Dr. Feinman, one of
the benefits of the interview was
that it gave her time to "really ex
amine" her view of the College and
of the role of Dean. She also appre
ciated having an "an entire day" to
discuss the future of the program
and its place amongst the other
disciplines at CSUMB.
"The College is amazing," she said,
"I am thrilled to be able to help fa
cilitate the [future direction] of the
program."

about this film is its simplicity. For
eign Affairs, a journal of current
global events, said it exaggerates
on Joseph Kony as being the only
cause of the problems going on in
Uganda and fails to reference the
atrocities committed by the previ
ous Ugandan military or Sudan's
People's Liberation Army.
On Thursday, March 8, Jason Rus
sell, one of the original founders
of the non-profit group Invisible
Children, Inc., was interviewed on
E News. "This is about human be
ings waking up to their potential
and their power around the world,
and uniting for justice," said Rus
sell. He encourages everyone to
do their research on the issue be
cause Uganda's 26 years of war is
so complex. "The movie we try to
make is simple, but you have to
dig deeper...This is not an Ameri
can movement, this is a worldwide
movement."
Another complication this film
has created among many critics, in
cluding African citizens, is the neo
colonialism the film implies, ref
erencing Rudyard Kipling's "white
man's burden" mentality. Policy
analyst Nicholas Sengoba shared
there is something "sinister" con
cerning the Kony campaign. "The
issue has been around for ages,"
Sengoba said. "We have to ask our
selves why suddenly there is this
uproar. I believe that these people
have other motives that they are
not putting out in the open."
It is clear issues going on in
Uganda and its neighboring coun
tries are complex, and there are
many things which need to be
done to address them, whether it
be socially, politically, and/or eco
nomically. There are many who op
pose the movement spurred on
by social media, but there are also
those who see it as an opportunity
for individuals to create dialogue
with one another. They not only
see it as a fight for the Invisible
Children of Uganda, but a fight for
social justice and protection of all
children.
Whether people support or criti
cize the film, it is accomplishing
what it was meant to do and that
is build awareness about Joseph
Kony. The question now is: How
much of a difference will the KONY
2012 campaign make in Africa, and
will this campaign make an im
pact our own society in the United
States?

"...this video seems to say
that the power lies in America...And this is the problem,
it is furthering that narra
tive about Africans: totally
unable to help themselves
and needing outside help
all the time..."
-Rosemary Kagumire, Ugan
dan Journalist and Blogger

"What IC is doing by putting
KONY 2012 on the net for
everybody in different parts
of the world to watch and
have their heart touched
and love peace and sup
port it...so we can have Jo
seph Kony to face justice ...
to have permanent peace...
That is why we need every
body out there needs to join
hands with us....Thank you
so much, we love your sup
port."
-Akiyu Stella Mistica , LRA
Survivor

"We, Africans, are sand
wiched between our histori
cally factual imperfections
and well-intentioned, roadto-hell-building-do-gooders. It is a suffocating state
of existence. To be prop
erly heard, we must ride the
coattails of self-righteous
idiocy train. Even then, we
have to fight for our voices
to be respected."
-TMS Ruge, Ugandan-Ameri
can Activist

"We've waited for the world
to know who Joseph Kony
is...People directly affect
ed - people of Northern
Uganda, Congo, Sudan...we
want the world to help and
apprehend the free the chil*
dren still in abduction...We
needed this support...what
IC is doing on the ground
comes from us, the people
of Uganda. We wanted the
support so that we can re
cover from the war that's
been going on."
-Jolly Grace O. Northern
Ugandan, abducted to be a
child soldier

8 | Otter Realm | March 15, 2012 | www.otterrealm.net

NEWS

Designed By: Jessica Blackwood

Take Back the Night

STUDENTS MARCHING AT NIGHT

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
BARRA MCKENZIE

Marching to Fight for a Woman's Right to
Walk Freely at Night
Barra McKenzie, Staff Reporter
BMCKENZIE@CSUMB.EDU

The women of Theta Alpha Sig
ma Sorority at Cal State Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) gathered together for
a special cause, one that was un
doubtedly noticed by campus resi
dents and late-night walkers. These
women assembled in a show of
solidarity to "Take Back The Night"
and reassure women across cam
pus that rape, violence, and sexual
assault will not be tolerated.
The event, organized by Theta
Alpha Sigma sister Kala Rockwell,
brought together women from
multiple sororities and campus
sports teams as well as a few sup
portive men, in order to march the
campus and fight for a woman's
right to walk freely at night. Par
ticipants gathered together to cre
ate posters and banners with such
creative slogans such as "Love not
Violence" and "I am Woman, I am
Strong"and then marched forward,

chanting empowering slogans into and men walked by. Echoing
the night.
across campus were the voices of
This demonstration was impor the march, yelling "women unite,
tant to the women involved, for take back the night" as well as "no
multiple reasons. "It gives women means no and yes means yes" until
the chance to stand up for their the campus reverberated with the
freedom," said sophomore Le- voices of the participants.
ticia Newton, "and to walk at night
This strong show of empower
without being scared." Vicky Del ment and refusal to give into fear
gado, Junior, agreed and was glad by the women of CSUMB's cam
the women involved were able pus comes on the heels of Inter
to "demonstrate the right of free national Women's Day, recognized
speech" during the march and ex on March 8. Becoming strong, in
press how they felt regarding vio dependent women at CSUMB has
lence against women.
become easier in a way, because of
In attendance were approxi the march to "Take Back the Night"
mately 65 people of both genders, and reaffirm the
including one member of the Uni safety of women
versity Police Department. This on campus. "It
show of solidarity across campus makes a state
created an atmosphere of accep ment," said Fresh
tance, so much so that non-partic man Samantha Pillitiere, "to every
ipants leaned out of windows as one who would consider violence
the procession passed their dorm against women on campus: it is not
rooms and watched the women okay!" Pillitiere hopes the show of

strength will lessen the potential
for crime on campus, now that it is
known just how strong this group
of women is.
After the campus had been cir
cled and the chants had been said,
the group came together on the
lawn to light candles and respect
those who have been assaulted or
was victims of
other violent
crimes. When
Rockwell, lead
ing the group
of circled men and women, asked
for a show of hands of anyone who
had been assaulted or knew some
one who had. the resDonse was

"/ am Woman, I am
Strong"

overwhelming. Almost every
single person put a hand into
the air in recognition of them
selves or of a friend.
According to the New York
State Coalition Against Sexual
Assault, "one in four women
will be the victim of sexual as
sault during her academic career,"
and at least 80 percent of these
attacks were committed by an ac
quaintance of the victim. With such
alarming statistics, it is no wonder
why the women of Theta Alpha
Sigma have banded together with
other women and men to put a
stop to violence against women
at CSUMB. If the rate of assault
goes down even by a small margin,
then the women who marched for
empowerment and safety have ac
complished what they set out to
do: "Women, Unite! Take Back the
Night!"

Recycle Mania
THE COMPETITION HAS BEGUN
Sylvia Ramirez, Staff Reporter
SRAMIREZ@CSUMB.EDU

Between cans, bottles, glass, and there are 605 colleges and universi
paper, who will win this year's 2012 ties, 6.2 million students and staff,
with the 50 states and Canada in
RecyleMania tournament?
All around the world, colleges volved.
"RecycleMania is not only a
and universities are maniacally col
lecting recyclable items to help im competition between schools, but
prove our environment. Held from more importantly a way to spread
Feb. 6 to April 2, 2012, RecyleMania green habits to large numbers of
is a friendly competition for differ students over an 8-week course of
ent college and university recycling time," said Quinby.
All campus recyclables are taken
programs, to spread green habits
to large numbers of students. For to Monterey Regional Waste Man
the first time in the RecyleMania agement District (MRWMD) locat
history, Cal State Monterey Bay ed in Marina. As the MRWMD of
(CSUMB) is competing and they are ficial website states, "The MRWMD
is home to the Last Chance Mer
in it, to win it.
The original RecylceMania com cantile, Recycling Drop-off Center,
petition began in 2001, as a chal Household Hazardous Waste Col
lenge that"was sparked from an ex lection Facility, Materials Recovery
isting sports rivalry between Ohio Facility, Monterey Peninsula Land
University and Miami University," fill, and the Landfill Gas Renewable
said Zero Waste Commissioner, Far- Energy Project." The MRWMD is a
rah Quinby. As the years have pro collaborative partner along with
gressed, the competition has ex CSUMB's Environmental Affairs
panded in size, as Recyclemaniac, Board.
The Environmental Affairs Board
the official website for RecyleMania
states that in this 2012 tournament, (EAB), is a branch of Associated

Students that are dedicated to cre
ating a greener campus for CSUMB.
"The board hosts multiple campus
cleanups throughout the year,
blood drive donations, bike-tobarbeque, and Earth Week. During
Earth week alone over 10 different
events are offered to students," said
Quinby. EAB's goal this year is to
spread awareness on items that
can be recycled which are often
thrown into waste bins. Students
are sometimes confused about the
recyclable and waste items.
There are many advantages for
recycling; there is less waste in land
fills and there are more reusable/
refurbished items. As the MRWMD
official website states, glass bottles,
milk containers, juice boxes, plastic
dairy tubs, aluminum cans, number
one and two plastic beverage con
tainers, plastic bottles, paper, enve
lopes, newspapers, magazines, pa
perback books, catalogs and phone
books, shredded paper, boxes, and
paperboard are from many items

that can be recy
cled.
Not all objects
can be recycled,
however, ceramic
or clay pots, Chi
naware porcelain,
Pyrex items, light
bulbs,
syringes,
needles,
alumi
num foil/pie tins,
scrap metal, Styro
foam, foam meat/
produce trays, egg
cartons, plastics,
paper
towels
CSUMB STUDENTS RECYCLING
PHOTO PROVIDED BY
IN NORTH QUAD
SYLVIA RAMIREZ
and tissue paper,
fabrics/textiles/
clothing, disposable diaper, and al
kaline batteries are few items that individuals to distinguish recycle
can not be recycled.
materials from waist. RecycleMaRecycleMania is a great way for nia is an educational tournament
students to get involved and "not that will allow two winning build
only to become aware of how they ings the opportunity to win a pizza
are/are not contributing to a green party. Weekly reports are available
er environment," said Quinby. This online at http://www.recyclemaniis also an awareness method for acs.org. Help save our planet.

NEWS

Designed By: Aya Kamata

www.otterrealm.net | March 15,2012 | Otter Realm | 9

Come on Baby,
Light My Fire
A Year After Extinguishing Peet's Fire Pit
One user, Luke A. of Monterey,
posted in August of 2011, suggests
It has been nearly two years since that "Peet's has the added benefit
the fire pit on the patio near Peet's of having the epicenter of misfor
Coffee in downtown Monterey was tune right outside the windows
turned off by a group effort be in the courtyard. It seems that
tween the site's property manager, through some force of nature or de
the manager of Peet's Coffee, and sign homeless folks, faux-homeless
other business owners in the plaza. teens, AA attendees, and just the
Peet's store manager, Renee Na- general riff-raff of Monterey — nay
don, admitted the decision to per the entire west coat, gathers here."
And
Scott
manently turn off the fire stemmed
from the fact that the nearby bus R. of Monterey
terminal attracted a population of posted in Oc
homeless people who were using tober of 2010
"Unfor
the pit to stay warm and cook in that
tunately, [the
the winter.
As of press time, the property fire pit] seems
manager could not be reached for to attract ev
ery whacko in
comment.
According to Nadon, the prob town like moths to the proverbial
lems have been alleviated since the flame. On any given day or evening,
fire was turned off, and "the whole the patio is a loitering zone. There
environment has kind of straight you will find vagrants, drunks and
the simply certifiable, all spread out
ened up."
Just one glance at the Peet's Cof with their filthy bags, blankets and
fee Yelp.com page, an online data garbage."
In the midst of the Occupy Mon
base of customer reviews, may indi
cate to some why the management terey Peninsula movement, which
felt it was necessary to turn off the has sparked many inquiries about
fire. Users posting on the Peet's social inequalities, it seems no
Monterey page have had a lot to wonder that students and profes
sors on the Cal State Monterey Bay
say about the fire pit.
Emilie Rodrigues, Staff Reporter
ERODRIGUES@CSUMB.EDU

campus find the decision to turn off
the fire distasteful.
Michael Frederiksen, senior, SBS,
is involved in the Occupy Move
ment. He explains that since the
decision "harmed people in the
community, it was certainly a nega
tive decision for the community.
Peet's and their customers are not
necessarily responsible for the well
being of the people who gather
around
the
fire-pit. But we
have a duty
to help those
in need, not
to push them
away."
Dr. Deborah
Burke, the co
ordinator of Service Learning Lead
ership at Cal State Monterey Bay
also notes that "the management
is doing what our political systems
have done...management is a re
flection of a broken social system."
Rather than address the roots of
problems associated with home
lessness, people tend to dehuman
ize homeless individuals. Burke
refers to the flawed American ide
ology that one can achieve upward
mobilization without the help of

Rather than address the
roots of problems associ
ated with homelessness,
people tend to dehuman
ize homeless individuals.

others. She wonders if the manage disheartening it must be for them
ment of Peet's Coffee and the prop to be so powerless over their own
erty management team is hearing happiness."
from only a small section of Mon
On the evening of March 7, only
terey Citizens that demand the ter one homeless gentleman was sit
mination of the fire without an un ting near the empty fire pit outside
derstanding of the population that Peet's, and when asked if he would
is affected by the decision. She also like to take action to have the fire
notes that in her experience with turned back on, he stated "it is be
service learners, "the homeless yond me to do anything."
community has profoundly influ
Dr. Burke wants to re
enced students through the hon
mind Cal State Uni
esty of their stories," and students
versity Monterey Bay
have found that some of their
students that their
best teachers have been
voices matter, and
homeless individuals.
she hopes to see
Emily Koss, senior,
more students at
SBS, explains that
tending City Coun
in her time living
cil and Chamber of
in Monterey, she
Commerce
Meet
Photo Provided By
has spent quite
ings to speak for
Sam Pac
a bit of her free
those who are voice
time at the fire pit
less.
downtown.
"People tend to
think about home
less people's needs
in terms of the bare
necessities — food
water, shelter. But
would a life like that
be enough for you?
I can't imagine how

Grocery Outlet Launches
"CSUMB Student Day"
John David Flores, Staff Reporter
JFLORES@CSUMB.EDU

Cal State Monterey Bay students,
put aside that Top Ramen.
On Friday, March 2, Marina's Gro
cery Outlet has started its "CSUMB
Student Day." From now until the
end of the school year, students
enrolled at Cal State University at
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) will receive
10 percent off their grocery bill (ex
cluding alcohol), on the first and
third Friday of every month.
"The program will run during the
regular school year with a break
during the summer term. Stu
dents will need to show a current
CSUMB ID [at check-out]," Kristi Lau, the store manager at Gro-,
eery Outlet said.
Unlike other programs at,
the store, the "CSUMB Stu-,
dent Day" lasts from open,
till close, giving students all"
day to take advantage of thej

discount.
In a telephone interview, Lau
explained that the primary reasons
for the program were the tough
economic conditions faced by the
local student population.
"We want to help students dur
ing this time.
when things are
e x p e nsive.
They
need
help and we
want to
help them."

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
JOHN DAVID FIORES

PAY OFF YOUR EDUCATION
Tuition costs shouldn’t stop you from reaching your goals in life. By joining the
Army National Guard, you’ll receive the money you need to help pay for college
as well as the skills and training you need to get the career you want. If you're
looking to get through college, with the Army National Guard, you can!

Staff Sergeant Shawn Chaufty 831 -224-2715
NATIONALGUARD.com • 1-800-GO-GUARD
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Occupy CSUMB
What the Noise on March 1 Was All About
Zach Bartley, Staff Reporter
ZBARTLEY@CSUMB.EDU

The Occupy movement and its
offshoots have been making news
over the last few months. At Cal
State Monterey Bay (CSUMB), sev
eral student organizations, includ
ing Students for Quality Education
(SQE), have taken to both the name
and ideas of the movement and
have been vocal on campus.
Outside the Tanimura and Antle
Family Memorial Library, this voice
took shape at noon on March 1 .The
protest was staged as part of the
National Day of Action for Educa
tion. Groups were shouting chants,
signs were passed out, and the
practice of a "human megaphone"
was used, wherein a group loudly
repeats what one person says so
everyone within earshot can hear.
The protest, numbering well
above one hundred students, fac
ulty members, and members of the
community for its entirety, then
marched around campus for half
an hour before congregating in
the Student Center for a teach-in at
which protestors discussed issues
and possible solutions.
Although the University Police
could be seen videotaping the pro
test, they diverted traffic for a short

period
the
protest took to
the streets and
were as peaceful
as the protestors.
The
primary
grievance
es
poused by this
protest, its orga
nizers, and many of
its participants is the
perceived lack of con
trol students and, some
times, faculty have over
decisions, which affect
them.
According to the protest,
the cause of this power
lessness is a separation be
tween those affected by the
decisions and the decision
makers. Some pamphlets
made the parallel between
this separation and the 99
percent" and "1 percent" of
the Occupy movement. This
powerlessness allegedly al
lows decisions that are negatively affecting students
and faculty members. The
decisions most often point
ed to are tuition increases

for students and salary
increases for the high
est administrators.
One organizer and
member of SQE, Martin Wilson,
junior, SBS, argued the tuition
hikes "contradict the mission
statement of CSUMB."
Although the mission
tsatement of CSUMB is vague
on the subject, the second
sentence of the vision
tsatement,
published
in 1994 when CSUMB
was instituted, says,
"The campus will be
distinctive in serving
the diverse people of
California, especially
the working class
a
nd historically un
dereducated
and
l w-income populao
tions."
"Tuition spikes
ostracize the poor,
marginalized, and mi
norities who most need acessibly higher education,"
Martin said.
One sign at the protest
"Tuition increase 242
read

percent. Salary increase 69 percent,
ha. what?"This theme was repeated
throughout the protest and in the
distributed literature.
Contrary to the sign, tuition has
increased by 318 percent from
the 2001-02 academic year to the
forthcoming 2012-13 academic
year, according to SQE and the Cali
fornia State University website.
The juxtaposition of the height
ened student fees and the salary
increases was brought up repeat
edly at the protest and teach-in.
Much of the rhetoric at the protest
seemed to suggest that the CSU
system needs a better, more dem
ocratic form of governance, and
that the first step towards this goal
would be to fire the top adminis
trators who make decisions which
negatively affect students.
Some signs at the protest read,
"Chop from the top" and "Fat cat
Reed must be stopped," Reed being
CSU Chancellor Charles Reed, the
highest-ranking administrator of
the CSU system.
One chant began as "No cuts! No
fees! Education should be free!" but
morphed into "No cuts! No fees!

Action by Numbers
A Look at Popular Statistics on the Day ofAction
Adam Dikeman, Staff Reporter
ADIKEMAN@CSUMB.EDU

From the Pamphlet
$6.5 million in raises have been
given to administrators during
Chancellor Reed's tenure.
The
Chancellor awarded $6 million in
2008-09 and 2009-10 to award
certain raises to 550 management
workers.
10,000 courses were cut in this
time and 2,500 faculty and staff
dismissed. Instructional Faculty has
gone from 14,214 in 1998 to 15,259
in 2010 and Tenure-Line Instruc
tional Faculty has gone from 9,813

to 9,809 in that time.
Student fees are now 318%
higher than in 2002. Student fees
in 2002 were $1,428 compared to
$4884 in 2012.
Reed's (and "top CSU Execs")
salaries have gone up by 71% since
beginning of his tenure. Reed is
currently making $421,500 annu
ally. In 1998 it was $254,004.

From the President
These cuts, $650 million this fis
cal year alone, have forced campus

es to turn away tens of thousands
of qualified students and dramati
cally roll back spending. Approxi
mately 27,000 students have to be
turned down due to the budget
cuts this year, including Governor
Brown's "trigger cut."
Our average class size remains
under 30. 68.8% of class sizes
at CSUMB have 20-49 students.
25.5% of classes have less than 20
students. The average teacher to
student ration at CSUMB is 1:27.
The faculty is the only group to

have received a General Salary
increase from 2008 to present.
There have been individual promo
tions and salary adjustments, but
no across-the-board increase since
2007 - and that includes every
sitting CSU president and senior
executive. President Harrison cur
rently makes $283,904. As of July,
2011 it was the lowest salary for a
president in the CSU system.

CSU is run by thieves!"
CSUMB President Dianne Harri
son sent a message to all students
on the day prior to the protest rec
ognizing the problems created by
fee increases and budget cuts.
"I encourage our campus com
munity to send a unified message
to the Legislature, to Governor
Jerry Brown and taxpayers about
the need for California to reinvest
in higher education," she said in the
email. She asked the community to
unite in this message.
The protestors said they were
utilizing their democratic rights to
protest what they see as problems
or injustices that need to be fixed.
"Your presence here demon
strates the democratic power you
hold," the human megaphone in
front of the library, said.
A pamphlet distributed at the
protest called for change from the
people instead of waiting.
"We have the power to introduce
change and, in some cases, we
don't need to wait for the 'proper
officials' to respond. We can take
actions ourselves."
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Trouble in Cookie Paradise
The 'Oil Spill' You Aren't Hearing A bout
Nora Faith, Staff Reporter
NFAITH@CSUMB.EDU

Thin Mints. Carmel Delights. Pea
nut Butter Patties. These are just
the names of a few of the mouth
watering desserts thousands of
people wait to buy every year.
You may have noticed booths
outside of the local Target and
SaveMarts, or heard about the 100
Year Anniversary celebration tak
ing place in Hollister this year.
The Girl Scout cookie season is
synonymous with that slip in our
cutting back the sweets New Years
Eve resolutions that are justified
because nobody can turn down a
Girl Scout — or a Thin Mint for that
matter. It is for a good cause right?
But how well do you know what
is inside our little beret wearing
friend's ultimate cash crop?
A little known fact about the Girl
Scout Industry is their utilization
of unsustainable palm oil in their
cookie ingredient list.
Palm Oil, along with coconut oil,
is a vegetable oil taken from the
fruit of the palm tree. According
to the Roundtable on Sustainable
Palm Oil (RSPO), it is now being
used in about 50 percent of all con
sumer goods, from beauty supplies
to packaged foods.The use of palm
oil in the commercial food industry

OTTERS Finish
the Line...

is becoming ever more prevalent in
our society as it can be bought at
very low costs. Used in various pro
cessed foods, palm oil has no man
datory labeling law, which leads to
manufacturers hiding the name on
ingredient lists as "vegetable oil."
The majority of the palm oil
crops in the world are being grown
in parts of the Malaysian and In
donesian rainforests, but most of
the time sustainable methods are
ignored.
Also the exclusive home to of
one of the world's most highly en
dangered species these Malaysian
and Indonesian rainforests house
the last surviving species of the
Ponginae subfamily, and human's
closest relative: the orangutan.
Every day, thousands of miles of
rainforest are being slashed and
burned in order to make room for
palm oil plantations, taking these
great animals from their homes,
and killing them and other inhabit
ants of the rainforest in the process.
Rainforests are being cleared at
a rate of 300 football fields an hour
to make room for palm oil planta
tions, and according to Borneo
Orangutan Survival's (BOS) web
site, the single greatest threat to

orangutans today is the palm oil
production trade.
In 2007, two Girl Scouts from
Michigan discovered the realities
behind this dangerous cookie in
gredient, and became determined
to convince the Girl Scouts USA
to stop the use of palm oil in their
products. On their way to receive
their Gil Scout Bronze Award, the
two Girl Scouts began raising
awareness to this issue, and even
proposed alternatives like the use
of Certified Sustainable Palm Oil in
their products. The Girl Scouts USA
ignored all of their requests until
very recently.
According to the Girl Scouts'
website, beginning with the 20122013 cookie selling season, Girl
Scouts USA pledges to include a
GreenPalm logo "as a symbol of
Girl Scouts'commitment to address
concerns about the deforestation
of sensitive lands currently caused
by the production of palm oil."
However, nowhere do they actually
pledge to abstain from the use of
palm oil in their own products im
mediately in the future.
"Girl Scouts USA...pledge to
move to a segregated, certified sus
tainable palm oil source by 2015,

DO YOU KNOW WHAT IS IN YOUR THIN MINTS?

based on market availability," their
website claims.
Although this is definitely a step
in the right direction, nowhere
does the site ensure that their
cookies will be completely unsus
tainable palm oil free.
While the Girl Scouts and their
cookies account for a very small
percentage of the palm oil global

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
ADAM NAPOLETANO

use, their impact on society and
young girls across the nation can
directly influence the resolution of
this issue.
To make your pledge and show
your support, go to www.greenpalm.org and sign their petition, or
simply pledge yourself to consume
only CSPO products.

My life would be complete if/when...

"Right before I die!"
Austin Perkins
Junior Human
Communications

"When I have a happy

and healthy family of
my own."
Danya Stevens,

Junior Psychology

"When I have a
family of my own and
I'm a good father to my
children"
Griffin Clithero,
Freshman Undeclared

"If I grew taller!"

Danil Drown,
Freshman Business

"When I Graduate"
James Thomas,
Sophomore Business
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The Catalyst for Success: Relationships
Students Learn to Build Strategic Networks to Increase Opportunity
Nicole Onuska, Staff Reporter
NCOMETA@CSUMB.EDU

On Saturday, March 3, the Cal State
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) Career De
velopment (CD) office hosted a free
Professional Networking Career
Conference (PNCC). By registering,
students received personalized
business cards courtesy of the de
partment, as well as the opportu
nity to network with professionals
from various backgrounds.
With graduation around the
corner for some CSUMB students,
many are currently in or will reach
a fearful and enigmatic stage of not
knowing the next steps - should I
go to grad school? Will I find a job?
Should I take another major? Am I
going to have to move back home?
Uncertainty of employment and
future is an issue most, if not all,
college students face. However,
there are multiple ways to combat
and prepare for that stage of uncer
tainty before being kicked into the
real world of careers.
Have you ever heard the saying
"It's not just what you know, it's
who you know?" This rings true in
today's job market. Learning how
to network and how to network
properly are definitely keys to suc
cess.
CSUMB Career Advisor Thomas

Rogers began the conference by
explaining what networking is and
its importance in the workforce.
Networking is developing mutually
beneficial relationships to utilize as
future resources, according to Rog
ers. This is a critical concept which
everyone should both be aware of
and start developing before enter
ing the workforce.
By
building
strong
connec
tions with people,
they in turn may
share with you re
sources they have.
These resources
include connect
ing with other
people, potential
job opportunities, and other possi
bilities. One of the most important
things to keep in mind, says Rog
ers, is never to ask your contact to
help you find a job. The purpose is
to build genuine connections but
keeping in mind the help they may
offer you in the future. It's alright to
let them know that you're looking,
and if they ask, send them your re
sume.
After the introduction, students
were able to choose from five ca
reer panels to network with: Law &
Public Policy, Technology, Public &
Social Service, Business, and Educa
tion: Classroom & Beyond. Each of
these panels had from two to six

professionals from various non
profits, for-profits, and government
agencies. They shared information
on how they found their niche, the
trials and errors they went through,
the connections which helped get
them to where they are at now, and
the passion that they have for what
they do. Students were then able
to ask questions
concerning their
field of study in
connection with
job opportuni
ties and any oth
er curiosities.
The CD Of
fice hosts many
other
events
throughout the
year to help CSUMB students with
their college and career pathways.
CD Student Assistant Kayla Baten
helped prepare the PNCC event.
She explained that few students
utilize the resources the CD offers.
"I personally feel that students
need to be much more proactive
with their education and future ca
reer." The CD office offers a variety
of resources such as helping stu
dents prepare two-year academic
pathways, guidance for applying to
grad school, resume building work
shops, mock interviews and much
more.
CD Coordinator Amber Perez en
courages students to "come see us."

Ipersonally feel
that students need
to be much more
proactive with their
education and fu
ture career

THREE CONFERENCES QUALIFIES STUDENTS TO WIN $100 AT THE CSUMB BOOKSTORE

NICOLE ONUSKA

THE PROFESSIONAL NETWORKING
CAREER CONFERENCE

Rogers and Perez emphasize the
importance of developing good
communication and leadership
skills. These two areas are what
most organizations seek in peo
ple they higher. The CD advisors
are there to help hone such skills
through events and workshops for
students.
For more information about net
working, grad school, internship
opportunities, employment, or

MELANIE GRAHAM AND CO.

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY NICOLE ONUSKA

career counseling, contact Career
Development at (831) 582-3845,
or e-mail: CareerJDevelopment©
csumb.edu. For more information
about future events contact Amber
Perez, Career Development Coordi
nator at (831) 582-3095, amperez@
csumb.edu, or Thomas Rogers,
Career Development Advisor and
Event Coordinator at (831) 5824255, throgers@csumb.edu.

NICOLE ONUSKA
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Police and the People:
Stopped in Traffic Together
THE REALITY OF TRAFFIC STOPS
Nicholas Ferreira, Staff Reporter
NFERREIRA@CSUMB.EDU

Interactions between police of
ficers and citizens can either go
smoothly or awry. Citizens and stu
dents alike need to be aware of the
different rights and acts of good
conduct that apply to their interac
tions with the police.
Citizens can do a few things to
aid an officer during a traffic stop.
Chief of the University Police De
partment (UPD) Earl Lawson said,
"Officers would like your radio to
be turned down, your window to
be open, and what they really want
to see more than anything else is
your hands."
Opening a car window, and turn
ing down a radio during a traffic
stop eases the communication
between an officer and a citizen.
Keeping one's hands visible helps
the officer determine any "overt
act" will not occur. It reassures offi
cers that a citizen will not be reach
ing for a weapon or make a motion
perceived at dangerous. Lawson
also recommended that a citizen
should not reach for registration
and proof of insurance until an offi
cer asks for them. That way, there is
a lesser chance of undesired move
ment.
Police officers take many precau
tions during traffic stops.
Lawson stated, "They [officers]
have to be very cautious in the way

they approach the vehicle"and "[of
ficers need] to be prepared, to be
kind of in a constant state of alert."
There are nu
merous precau
tions and steps
officers
must
take during a
traffic stop.
Officers must
account
for
every detail in their dealings with
citizens, and every precaution must
be practiced for effectiveness and
safety.
Like police officers, citizens also
have ways to protect themselves

during traffic stops. Citizens have the
ability to express rights which protect
them from unnecessary incrimina
tion, or unwanted interaction.
On this matter Lawson said, "You
don't have to
admit anything,
you don't have
to consent to
anything, you
only have to
hear what the
officer has to
say..." and "...all you're required to
do is to identify yourself."
A citizen can limit interaction and
self-incrimination through these
tactics. It is not necessary to always
employ these rights because full

PHOTO PROVIDED SCOTT DAVIDSON

What they really
want to see more
than anything else is
your hands

PHOTO PROVIDED BYUPD

UPD SQUAD CARS

Party Safe Spring Break!
Make smart decisions
before packing up!

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
JARED ROBERTS

EARL LAWSON, CHIEF OF UNIVERSITY POLICE

cooperation with officers of the law
can sometimes be beneficial.
Lawson also noted,"...when you
sign a citation that it's not an ad
mission to guilt but simply a prom
ise to take the citation or appear in
a courtroom" and "a traffic stop is a
detention, until you get placed un
der arrest it is just a detention."
Citizens need to know what ex
actly is happening to them during a
traffic stop. The knowledge of what
a citation means and what status
is attained during a traffic stop are
both forms of protection. Attaining
knowledge about any interaction
with the police gives citizens a bet
ter chance to protect themselves.
Police also aid in this because,
"You have the right to know what's
going on, the officer should at
some point explain why they
stopped [you]," said Lawson.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY UPD

Citizens can have a better un
derstanding of the circumstances
when officers explain the reason
why they were pulled over. If a citi
zen gets a warning, citation, or are
arrested and circumstances are ex
plained they will then understand
why enforcement took place.
It is important to note that UPD
and other police departments are
not out get to get the community.
Rather, as Lawson stated, "Our mis
sion here is to keep the campus
safe; enforcement is the means of
obtaining the mission."
Citizens and police officers both
have ways to make interactions
such as traffic stops go smoothly
and safely. This depends on mutual
cooperation between both parties.

This event included
live music, games,
give-aways, food,
friends, and fun for
everyone!

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
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Wacky Holidays
Did You Know March Was Originally
Named for the Roman God of War, Mars?
Oscar Pena, Staff Reporter
OPENA@CSUMB.EDU

During the month of March, the
United States celebrates several bi
zarre, unique and fun "wacky holi
days" to lighten up our days from
the ordinary.
March is the official Irish Ameri
can Heritage Month, which honors
the achievements and contribu
tions of Irish immigrants in America.
March is also National Women's
History Month and this year's theme
focuses on women's education.
It is also National Nutrition
Month, but if you like quick meals
or if cooking takes too much time
for you, then you can celebrate
National Frozen Food Month and
shop the frozen food isles at the
supermarket. For those who are
extreme peanut lovers, is also Na
tional Peanut Month!
March is Employee Spirit Month
allowing you to make your work
environment a bit more entertain
ing by planning a single week or
the whole month full of activities,
games, pranks (just don't get fired)
and other creative ideas at the of
fice. March is also Red Cross Month
and it is encouraged you volunteer
or donate funds to help relieve vic
tims of natural disasters.

Wacky Holidays in March include: be certain to follow each rain,""May dish-shaped ve
March 15- "Everything You Think Is the rain fall softly upon your fields hicle. For
Wrong Day". On this day, nothing is and the sun shine warm upon your those
your fault, it is simply not your day face," and, "May the hand of a friend still
and you can blame it on the holi always be near you, or may God fill holdday, guilt free. It is also "Brag About your heart with gladness to cheer ing
off
Your Kid Day", if you have one. If you you."
on their crush be
don't, well, when your offspring ar
March 18- on this day we cel cause they didn't tell
rives, this will be the day to tell ev ebrate "Supreme Sacrifice Day" to them on Valentine's
eryone their kid is alright, but yours salute and recognize those who Day, it is best to make a
is exceptionally awesome and will courageously risk their lives for us; move before your signif
always be better (just remember, this includes fireman, policeman, icant other gets abducte d
tomorrow your kids will go back to soldiers, and any another citizen since today is also "Proposal Day!"
being normal and average).
who sacrifices their life for others. It can be as simple as asking your
March 16- "Everything You Do Yes, of course, this also includes the special someone out to a movie or
Is Right Day". If yesterday went all sacrifice you made to let go of your as daring as getting down on one
wrong, then today is the day where ex for the best of both.
knee and putting a ring on it.
everything you do is right (except
March 26- "Make Up Your Own
March 20- "Extraterrestrial Ab
for the illegal stuff). It is also "Free ductions Day!" So make sure to be Holiday Day." Today is the special
dom of Information Day" where we aware ofthe sky and know where to day for anything you want to have
celebrate and recognize our Ameri hide just in case they come. Extra recognition.
can rights. Today is James Madison's terrestrials are prepared to attack
March 27- On national "Joe Day"
birthday and he is recognized as the globally and are looking specifical you can change your name if you
"Father of the Constitution," and as ly for humans, not just cows, on this want.
the chief author of the Bill of Rights. day. Oh, and don't forget to grab a
Many people do not like his or
March 17- is Saint Patrick's Day, in towel! The most lovable alien to her given name, so on "Joe Day" it
honor of the Patron Saint of Ireland. this day is"ET"and the person who is perfectly okay to have everyone
It is a day to celebrate Irish history, created this day is nowhere to be call you "Joe." Why Joe? Simply be
ancestry, traditions and customs. found. Chances are he was abduct cause we all know that you're "Joe
Some sayings you can use on this ed and reports say the suspects cool!" The ladies can go by Jose
day include, "May the wind be al fled the earth in a high-speed, phine or "Jody cool!"
ways at your back,""May a rainbow

March 30- "Take a Walk in
the Park Day." After a
long month full of
wacky holidays, this
day is the time to go
explore nature and relax for a day.
It can help relieve stress after a
long day of work and it can help
re-energize you for April's own up
coming "wacky holidays."

Other Wacky Holidays
through the Year

January 14: National
Dress Up Your Pet Day

February 9: Toothache
Day

St Patricks Day
The Grass Is Really Greener on the Other Side

April 12: Look Up At The
Sky Day

Andrew Hines, Staff Reporter
AHines@CSUMB.EDU

History and Tradition
Born in Kilpatrick, Scotland, the man now known as Saint Patrick was sold
into slavery in Ireland at a young age. He resided there until at least his
16th year. After this time, he returned to Roman Britain where he joined
the clergy. He came back to Ireland several years later to minister to the
Irish who had not yet converted to Catholicism. He was celebrated for to
his commitment to the Irish natives and his use ofthe Irish shamrock to
explain the HolyTrinity.

23% of Massachusetts residents
claim Irish ancestry, more than double
the 11 % of claims throughout the rest
ofthe country.

In 2009 the need was so great
for the feasts, that 26 billion lbs of
beef and 2.3 billion lbs of cabbage
were produced in the US that year.
Green Chrysanthemums are often
used on floats and in parades for St.
Patrick's Day celebrations.

34.7 million people in the US claim
Irish ancestry, a number 7 times the
population of Ireland itself.
16 US cities share the name of
Ireland's capital, Dublin, such
as Dublin, CA and Dublin, OH.

July 14: National Nude
Day

September 5: Be Late For
Something Day
November 19: Have A
Bad Day Day

December 7: National
Cotton Candy Day
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Spinning Into Shape
New and Free Indoor Cycling at the Student Center
energy. Your heart, lungs, gluteus
maximus, hamstrings and quadri
ceps will all benefit.
A new spin class has started at
Spin classes allow you to not
the Student Center this spring se think about what workout to do
mester. It began as a conversation because instructors pre-plan it.
among Otter Cycle Center employ Music accompanies the class to
ees. Students now have another help motivate riders. This is a class
activity option to be involved in that can be done year-round, since
during their downtime.
there's no harsh weather, cars or
Students are encouraged to stop people which would typically deter
by whenever they can to join this riders if they rode outdoors.
free group fitness class, which hap
The instructor of the class, Aron
pens every Tuesday and Wednes Casaday, is also the Otter Cycle
day from 5:00 to 6:30 pm at the East Center mechanic who has been
Lounge of the Student Center. It in running the shop since it opened
volves using real bikes provided by three years ago. When asked why
the Otter Cycle Center, which are he liked bikes so much, he replied
then attached to trainers which let "I love bikes because...I do. I found
the rider spin in place.
something that I'm good at - I like
There are many benefits to indoor riding them, I like fixing them." He
cycling. According to Livestrong, shares this passion for bikes to the
com, a website that encourages Otter community by providing a
health and wellness through fit variety of service and bike activi
ness and nutrition, cycling is a ties, including bike rentals, repairs,
low-impact sport that helps build sales, accessories, parts, cycle gear,
cardiovascular fitness and increase bike trips and group rides.
Nicole Onuska, Staff Reporter
NCOMETA@CSUMB.EDU

The number of students who
come to the spin class fluctuate
from three to eight people. Since
it is a relatively new class, the word
still needs to be spread about its
availability. Many attendants are
female students who have never
ridden before and wanted to start
something new. Jessica Harshman
is new to spinning, but already
loves with it. "It's a small and easy
going environment. No pressure
during class to do anything uncom
fortable, and it's an awesome work
out!" She recommends it to other
students because it is laid-back and
fun. With the gym more crowded
than normal, Harshman says this is
a great way to try something new
outside the Otter Sports Center.
So if you're looking for a new
workout, social outlet, and a way
to build endurance - come join the
spin class! Be prepared before com
ing to the class by bringing a bottle
water and workout clothes to soak
up all the sweat you'll be dripping.

RACKS OF BIKES BEING PREPARED FOR SPIN CLASS

STUDENTS TAKE PARTIN SPIN CLASS

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
NICOLE ONUSKA
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Big Sur Mud Run
Gets Down and Dirty
LAST YEAR'S MUD RUN PARTICIPANTS

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
CLAIR MAIN

Claire Main, Staff Reporter
CMAIN@CSUMB.EDU

On March 24, people from around
the state will be at Freeman Sta
dium at Cal State Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) for the seventh annual
Mud Run. Competitors wear their
least favorite clothes and muddy
up at the Big Sur's Mud Run pre
MUD RUNNER "SWIM" PHOTO PROVIDED BY
CLAIR MAIN sented by the Big Sur International
Marathon in Cooperation with the
U.S Army Garrison Presidio of Mon
$50 - Individual Entry
terey.
$10 Student Discount
Races like this are becoming
(under age 23)
increasingly popular across the
Active Military Discount:
United States. Competitors flock
$10 for E6 & higher
from all over the state and are
$15 for E5 & below
challenged not only in speed but
strength and agility. Participants
$250 - Team Entry (5 Person)
will have to perform a variety of
Active Military Discount:
tasks including push-ups, jumping
$50 for E6 & higher
jacks, showing an ability to balance
$75 for E5 & below

on narrow beams and tackling
5-foot tall walls.The course consists
of all this, plus five and a half miles
of slimy roads, trails and mud pits
running throughout the CSUMB
campus and back roads, with water
and beer stations along the track.
Army and Marine drill sergeants
will be barking orders to motivate
the participants along the way. "It's
like a mini boot camp," said Market
ing Communications Director Julie
Armstrong.
The race is open to ages 15 and
up and runners may compete with
a team or individually. The individ
ual competition begins at 8 am and
teams compete at 10 am. Teams
must fall into one of the following
categories: male, female, mixed,
corporate, military, public safety,
high school or collegiate. All pro
ceeds benefit the Presidio's Morale,
the CSUMB athletic programs and
the Big Sur Marathon's Youth fit
ness program. Greg Rhines, Head

Coach of the Men's and Women's
Cross Country teams at CSUMB
said, "It helps the public see who is
in the area: including the Army, Ma
rines, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard,
local police and fire departments,
along with many excited veteran
and first-time racers."
To some this event may seem
dangerous,
crawling
through
mud pits, climbing five foot walls
all the while being barked at by
military drill sergeants and trying
to beat the competitor running
next to you. "It's only dangerous if
you aren't paying attention," said
Rhines, "Otherwise, it's only one's
pride that may be in jeopardy."
At the end of the race, which
lasts around 45 minutes, racers may
shower in the provided outdoor
showers. At the award ceremony,
individual runners are recognized
and awarded for best overall male
and female, for civilian and military
categories, as well as age groups.

Team awards will be given to the
top three teams in each category.
Armstrong mentioned every par
ticipant receives a medallion and
t-shirt for running. Friends and
families of the runners or future
participants can watch the race
at any point alone the trails. Arm
strong commented the Mud Run is
a very popular event and the best
place to watch is at the fourth mud
pit at Freeman Stadium.
Although this year's race has
been sold out for the past month,
registration for next year's Mud Run
will open on Nov. 1 of this year. "Oh
yeah, I would recommend it," said
Haley Tharp, a CSUMB alum gradu
ating in Kinesiology. "It's so much
fun, and the fact that it's on our
campus...how many other schools
can do this?"
There are only 1,500 slots open
for individual runners and 300
team slots. Teams are limited to a
maximum of five people.

16 | Otter Realm | March 15, 2012 | www.otterrealm.net

NEWS

Designed By: Kameron Sawyer

Konichiwa! Hola! Nihao!
A Better Environment for Multilingual Students
Satomi Higuchi,
SHIGUICHI@CSUMB.EDU

Multilingual students possess the
great advantage of knowing more
than one language. However, they
need support in dealing with Eng
lish in their academic lives.
On March 5, in the workshop
"Cultures Together: Making Educa
tion Better by Supporting Multi
lingual Writers Across the Curricu
lum", the participants shared their
experience as learners dealing
with English language and find
ing sources from their multilingual
backgrounds.
This Cultures Together workshop
came out of a teaching co-op of
students and faculty. Through ac
tivities and discussion, students
shared their backgrounds and
identities, their K-12 experiences,
what works and doesn't work for
them in the classroom, what en
courages and discourages them

as writers of English, and how they
have develop their English lan
guage communication.
"Listening to multilingual stu
dents' opinions directly is the
most effective way for us to know
what trouble they have and what
support they need. Each student
needs different support depending
on their English background," Dr.
Becky Rosenberg, director of ASAP
and designer of the workshop, said.
There are diverse groups of mul
tilingual students at CSUMB. At the
workshop, they spoke about grow
ing up bilingual in the US, or coming
from Japan or Mexico and learning
English as a second language (ESL).
Some have more trouble writing
and reading while others have trou
ble speaking and listening.
Some say CSUMB does not have
an adequate support system for

ESL students. "We need more ex
perts about ESL, since we don't
have much knowledge of it," Rosen
berg said.
Compared to other universities
CSUMB lacks support for ESL stu
dents. CSUMB can be a very diffi
cult environment for those who do
not have a thorough background in
English. For example, other univer
sities have ESL schools and give in
ternational students the chance of
learning American academic style.
However, CSUMB does not offer
similar programs. The university ac
cepts many international exchange
students from Mexico, Japan, Tai
wan, and other countries, where
the academic style differs greatly
than America's. Most of them feel
they need more support in dealing
with their classes and papers.
Luz Nunez is one of the learners

in the Workshops. She was born in
Mexico and moved here when she
was in third grade. She went to a
bilingual school from third grade
to sixth grade but she used mainly
Spanish. One day her middle school
teacher disparaged her English. "It
hurt me and made me fear using
English in classes. I remember the
teacher whenever I talk in pub
lic," Nunez said. However, Nunez
says she has conquered her fears
gradually and feels less ashamed of
speaking English in her classes.
"I want to ask participants not to
look down on us because we can
not use English well and judge us
based only on our English skills. I
also hope they understand we can
do as well as other students."

Monterey Tutoring Organization
Seeks to Connect Youth
Achievement Plus to Bridge Monterey Educational Institutions
Adam Dikeman, Staff Reporter
ADIKEMAN@SUMB.EDU

In response to the 22 schools in
Monterey County a new tutoring
service has sprung up attempt
ing to connect failing high school
and elementary school students
with prospering college students.
Achievement Plus (A +) is a brand
new local company in the process
of gaining status as a non-profit 501
(c)(3) organization. The program
relies on student internships using
funds sectioned off by the contro
versial federal law No Child Left
Behind (NCLB). By using cross-age
tutoring to bridge the educational
gaps in Monterey, the program uti
lizes the youthful, energetic minds
of the community while providing
experience as well.
A + plans to use students from
the Service Learning Program at
Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB),
the TESOL graduate program at
Monterey Institute of International
Studies (MIIS), Monterey Peninsula

College (MPC), and other local edu
cational institutions.
Because it is an organization in
development, Achievement Plus
cannot realistically fundraise inde
pendently without the non-profit
status, which can take anywhere
from months to years to attain. It is
currently in the process of request
ing fiscal sponsorship from the Ac
tion Council of Monterey County
(ACMC). After two years of opera
tion starting with the first tutoring
session, A + will be eligible for state
compensation.
The idea for Achievement Plus
came from Harvey Pressman, Presi
dent of the Central Coast Children's
Foundation. He is also on the Ad
visory Board for Achievement Plus.
He has a long history of working
with youth with communication
disabilities and other handicaps.
NCLB went into effect in 2002 and
the idea came to Pressman imme

diately. "I've know about it since it
came about. I read a lot of informa
tion about education and policy, so
I've known about the need for an
organization like this for a while."
Pressman sees difficulties in the
system that can seem insurmount
able to students. "These kids are
taught in the classrooms that they
are not college material." When
asked how much money is realisti
cally available, he is candid, "A shit
load. And I do think it's being uti
lized right now, just not efficiently."
There are of course tutoring pro
grams in the area already operat
ing, but many of them are lacking
the efficiency to make significant
impacts in the community. Diana
Serrano, an International Policy stu
dent at MIIS, is currently a tutor at a
local company called Teach n'Tutor.
Though she enjoys the process of
tutoring, she points out problems
in a system designed to maximize

a fiscal gain instead of education.
"Our goal was not to provide the
best tutoring services, but to sim
ply show up. This attitude mani
fested itself in terrible ways. No
materials were provided. No train
ing. Nothing. The main objective
is to show up. When I told my su
pervisor I couldn't just show up as
he suggested because I would have
nothing to teach, he suggested I
buy my own material. He was not
concerned with ensuring that we
are making the most out of our
time with the students whatsoever."
Cross-age tutoring is simply the
process of youth being taught by
older youth. It is thought to have
many benefits. According to the
National Service Resources organi
zation, "the tutor accepts responsi
bility, which raises self-esteem, and
the tutoring experience provides a
way of connecting academic learn
ing in a practical context. At the

same time, the tutee experiences
the positive aspects of one-on-one
attention and is given more oppor
tunity to succeed."
Pressman had a different way of
stating the benefits of cross-age
tutoring. "You learn by teaching a
lot more than you do by reading, or
even doing."
Serrano reiterated the need for
programs like Achievement Plus
on the Monterey Peninsula. "I think
that quality tutoring programs are
in desperate need. There are cer
tain students who are failing in the
classroom and unless they get the
necessary tutoring and mentoring
help, I am afraid they will become
another statistic."
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Women's Basketball Closes Out
Another Strong Season
Otters Won CCAA Tournament Title Before Losing in First
Round of NCAA Tourney
Patrick Kelley, Staff Reporter
PKELLEY@CSUMB.EDU

Champions. That's what the Cal
State Monterey Bay Women's Bas
ketball team can call themselves.
A couple weeks ago the team trav
eled to the campus of UC San Di
ego for the semifinal and eventual
title game of the California Colle
giate Athletic Association (CCAA)
tournament. To get there, the Ot
ters beat Cal State East Bay in a first
round playoff game at The Kelp
Bed, 46-43.
Attaining this title wasn't easy.
In the semi, the Otters were to face
an opponent in which they had lost
to in both meetings with them this
season, the Chico State Wildcats.
This game was under the brightest
lights of the season, as the tourna
ment was nationally televised by
Comcast Home Network. Renee
Jimenez and her staff would do
just as they always do prior to big
games, have the girls prepared.
The game didn't start off the way
you'd like it to if you're a CSUMB fan.
The Otters would dig themselves
into a 13 point hole early in the first
half. The Otters though, behind a
12-0 run to end the first half would
close the game to within a point
heading into the halftime break. A

close game, to the very end saw the rebound and put another shot up.
Otters prevail with great defense The question was whether it beat
play to secure the 71-65 victory the buzzer. All eyes were on the of
and a spot in the CCAA tournament ficial, he would motion with his arm
that the basket was good. Just like
championship game.
In the title game the Otters took that, the Otters were CCAA tourna
on Cal State L.A. which had just ment champs. What fun would it be
beaten the #1 team in the nation without a little drama?
The win secured the Otters berth
UC San Diego in thrilling fashion on
a near-half court shot by guard Tes- into the NCAA Division II Tourna
sondra Williams. CSUMB and CSULA ment as the winner of the CCAA
had split their previous meetings, Tournament receives an automatic
each winning on their home court. bid. It came down to when and
The first half would be the Erika where the game would be played.
Ward show as she would make her UC San Diego held on to the top
first 3 shots from behind the arc. At ranking the region, so it was an
halftime the Otters lead 43-28. This other flight to Southern California
though was a game in March, and for the Otters. The committee slat
most college games in this month ed CSUMB as the 5th seed in the
are coined by the phrase "madness" region to take on the 4th seeded
for their unbelievably captivating Western Washington University Vi
kings of the Great Northwest Ath
endings.
A Otter lead that was once at 20 letic Conference (GNAC).
A valiant comeback attempt
points would quickly vanish in the
second half as the Golden Eagles from 14 points down at the half to
went on a run that just seemed take a 58-57 lead with 2:35 to go
unstoppable. CSULA forced pres would unfortunately go for naught
sure that lead to CSUMB turnovers as the Vikings won 65-58. Regard
and consequently quick fast break less, this is a team of champions.
points for the Golden Eagles. It Once again the CSUMB Women's
all would come down to the final Basketball team has represented
possession of the game, with a tie the university under the national
score at 69. Otter Junior Forward spotlight. With multiple key return
Brittani Jefferson would miss her ers, next year's squad projects to be
first shot attempt, grab her own even better.

LADY OTTERS ARE ENGULFED WITH EXCITEMENT AFTER TAKING
THECCAA TOURNAMENT
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Men's Golf Swings for Another Solid
Season
Patrick Kelley, Staff Reporter
PKELLEY@CSUMB.EDU

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
PATRICK KELLEY

Defending National Champions.
That's the thought that comes to
many who see the Men's Golf Team
around campus. Yes, the program
brought home Cal State Monterey
Bay's (CSUMB) first ever national ti
tle last season but this is an entirely
new group. Already well into their
season, the new guys are working
hard to build reputations of their
own while trying to live up to the

reputation of the program.
None of the five who won the
national title are competing for
the Otters this season, one will
return next year in the form of Ju
nior Dylan Jackson who sat out
this season. Director of Golf Jason
Owen, who serves as the head
coach for the men's team and was
the 2011 recipient of the Dave Wil
liams Award for National Coach of
the Year, believes it will be a year of
growth, but still expects success.
"This year presents an entirely
different challenge some of the
time but also a lot of the same chal
lenges. I have young players that
need to gather experience and

they will make some bad choices
along the way, however our goal is
still winning,"said Owen.
Among those who are com
peting this year for the Otters are
Sophomores KolbyTeare and Jared
Stone. In the team's most recent
tournament, The Pioneer Shootout
in Vallejo hosted by Cal State East
Bay, both Teare and Stone finished
fourth individually. Granted, it will
take a team effort to have success
leading into postseason play. As
a team, CSUMB finished in third
place, behind Cal State East Bay
and Grand Canyon University re
spectively. Some may forget, the
program is also two-time defend

ing California Collegiate Athletic
Association (CCAA) Tournament
Champions.
However, the sport of golf
doesn't necessarily require you to
be strong throughout the entire
season as other sports. For this rea
son, Coach Owen thinks his team
which is currently ranked 20th na
tionally, can make a run. "It wasn't
until the end of last year that we
really grasped how to do that and
I suspect this team will be no dif
ferent," said Owen. The team is
competing this week at the SoCal
Intercollegiate Championship in
Mission Viejo.
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Science Matters
Shifting Tides of Spirituality, and the Role of the Church

Jared Roberts, Staff Reporter
JROBERTS@CSUMB.EDU

Spirituality has many definitions
for each individual. American be
liefs and ideals have changed over
the centuries from an initial system
based on Deism and the church, to
a more individual-focused system
in which each individual pursues a
means of improving and identify
ing themselves over a focus on the
community as a whole.
American culture in its infancy
followed the moral ideals of both
Christianity and Deism, from the
Founding Fathers, devout deists,
to the early American settlers who,
as Jonathan Winthrop said, strove
to create "a city on a hill which will
shine as an example of Protestant
ism to the world." Winthrop was
speaking of the Massachusetts Bay
Colony, the first British colony in the
Americas.

Definitions of ethics, morality
and values continued to follow
the lead of the Founding Fathers
until a certain man made a journey,
which revolutionized scientific and
philosophic theory in America. The
man's name was Charles Darwin,
father of Evolution.
Darwjn viewed himself as a
theist early is his life and is quoted
for saying he believed every word
of the Bible. Later in his life Darwin
recanted his views regarding God
and claimed He was a 'revenge
ful tyrant. "In my most extreme
fluctuations I have never been an
Atheist in the sense of denying the
existence of a God," Charles Darwin
wrote in The Origin of Species.
Darwin's theory of Evolution has
created a shift in American thought
on how the world came to exist
and what the role of humans is in a
world of constant mutations.
"I believe secularism, relativism,
socialism and materialism have
won the day in educational institu
tions of America," stated Don Smith,
retired senior pastor at Christ Com
munity Church in Laguna Hills
(CCCLH).
Two prominent professors at Ox

ford University, Richard Dawkins,
Charles Semone Professor for the
Understanding of Science, and
John Lennox, a Fellow of Math
ematics and Philosophy of Sci
ence, embody the current debate
over spirituality with their oppos
ing books, "The God Delusion" by
Dawkins and "God's Undertaker.
Has Science Buried God?" by Len
nox. Science embodies the chang
ing shift in American society, the
two sides of Evolution and Cre
ation, which vie for prominence in
the minds of intellectuals and sci
entists in America.
"The truth is that American cul
ture has been an example of rapid
cultural change since the industrial
revolution over 100 years ago," Pas
tor Clark Brown, Cal State Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) chaplain and pastor
at St. Timothy Lutheran Church in
Monterey, said.
Rev. Brown raises a relevant
point in that America has often
been labeled as a 'Christian' nation
according to the Census Bureau.
People often described themselves
as Christians in past centuries, yet
the Bureau did not take into ac
count if all 76 percent who claimed

to be Christians were genuinely
practicing their faith or truly be
lieved to begin with.
Many churches still hold to the
role given to the earliest church in
Jerusalem, to share the good news
of Jesus Christ, that He died for all
mankind to save them from eter
nal punishment for their sin, as de
scribed in John 3:16, Romans 3:23
and Romans 6:23 of the Bible.
"The role of the church has
continued to change over time as
new ideals of self-awareness and
improvement have taken the fore
ground in personal beliefs," says
Charles Moore, current senior pas
tor at CCCLH.
Other churches have adapted
and conformed to current cultural
trends, offering promises of instant
prosperity to anyone who is a Chris
tian as well as self-help techniques
for people to find God in whichever
way suits them.
The church is not the only insti
tution facing change in light of al
tered cultural mindset. Redefining
ethics also raises the issue of the
role of parents in a shifting society.
Parents and the church have tra
ditionally been the foundation of

American culture, with the church
outlining and enforcing a moral
code for society and parents being
charged with teaching morals and
ethical living to their children in or
der to help them positively contrib
ute to society.
"We have accepted clearly im
moral practices simply to keep our
own hands clean and prevent'trou
ble' by upholding Christian moral
ity," said Matthew Bryan, SBSC.
American culture overall has
shifted to a system in which the in
dividual and their journey to find
ing themselves has taken the fore
ground. Several students across
campus expressed potential causes
for this shift, ranging from the rise
of the American Dream and pursuit
of riches, to indifference about the
church and its doctrine.
"The church has become some
thing that Americans push off to
the side," Scott Mersino, sopho
more, Psychology, said. The church
and Christian values remain a
prominent part of the history of the
United States; and will continue to
be a driving force in the future.

Harmless or Harrassment?
Looking into Teacher-Student Relationships

John Flores, Staff Reporter
JOFLORES@CSUMB.EDU

News media outlets have recently
been abuzz with the story regard
ing James Hooker, a 41-year-old
high school teacher from Modesto,
and his 18-year-old girlfriend, Jor
dan Powers.
This February it was revealed
that Hooker left his teaching posi
tion at Enochs High School and his

family in order to pursue a roman
tic relationship with Powers, his
former student.
The general response has been
one of outrage, with parents and
educators decrying the relation
ship as unethical or immoral. Yet,
some have acknowledged that
Hooker and Powers are consenting
adults. Thus, the relationship is still
legal, regardless of the moral impli
cations. But is it really?
Over the past decade, the Califor
nia State University (CSU) system and
its campuses have grappled with this
issue and the legal, moral, and ethi
cal questions that surround it. Even
though college communities consist
almost entirely of adults and relation
ships between adults is not within
the CSU's purview, a problem arises
whenever such relationships occur in
a classroom setting.
It is these specific cases that

some universities have opted to
classify as "Sexual Harassment" due
to the "positional authority" of the
professor over the student. The
term "positional authority" refers to
the power one person has over an
other as a result of title or position.
Since professors are responsible
for grading, they have an authority
over the student, which could be
used to coerce an otherwise unwel
come relationship.
This has led schools across the
country to consider policies that
make it a violation for a professor
to engage in a romantic relation
ship with a student enrolled in their
class, even if the relationship is con
sensual.
"They shouldn't do it," one pro
fessor at Cal State Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) said. "If the student is in
the professor's class then it's wrong
because [of the grading issue]."

Some also question whether or
not a relationship born in a class
room could be truly "consensual."
Sophia, a student at Monterey
Peninsula College, agrees the issue
can be complicated.
"The girl might feel obligated to
date [the professor] even though
it makes her uncomfortable...She
may not know what to do."
A brochure entitled "Sexual Ha
rassment," available at the CSUMB
Police Headquarters, notes many
cases of sexual harassment still go
unreported. Victims are often un
aware what is happening to them
is considered sexual harassment or
that they have a right to report it.
The brochure also mentions
some may be afraid others will
doubt their story or the situation is
somehow their fault. The brochure
encourages victims to report any
sexual harassment to the proper

authorities — for CSUMB, the Of
fice of Diversity, Equity, and Em
ployee Development.
How does one know if they are
being sexually harassed? According
to a document provided by CSUMB,
entitled "Sexual Harassment and
Sexual
Assault
Nontolerance,"
"sexual harassment" is "unwelcome
conduct engaged in because of the
targeted individual's sex," which
results in "an environment...that is
considered by the individual as in
timidating, hostile or offensive."
The document adds that sexual
harassment can take many forms:
verbal, visual, or physical." For more
information, students should con
tact the Office of Diversity, Equity,
and Employee Development.
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I Like Having Fun. in my Music
Collection

"SOME NIGHTS" IS A GOODY
Definitions are not static. Defini
tions are not simple. If the future
gives us dictionaries with dynamic
definitions of words, fun's music
would most certainly blast from the
pages under the word "happiness".
Fun. define happiness in its true
form: riddled with beautiful sad
ness. "The angels never arrived, but
I can hear the choir so will some
one come and carry me home"
juxtaposed with "Tonight/We are
young/So let's set the world on fire/
we can burn brighter/than the sun"
are lyrics from the popular song
"We Are Young" from the sopho
more album "Some Nights" by fun.
which demonstrate just what I'm
talking about.
Upon first listen, a fan of the band
may find the new album doesn't
quite capture the same quality the
first album "Aim and lgnite"did.The
listener may be pleasantly surprised
to find the band's musically diverse
sophomore album is one of those
albums which takes some getting

used to. It's the multiplicity which
makes fun. so stunning. Personally, I
find I still prefer"Aim and Ignite", but
I'm aware of my bias and know this
attitude is likely due to the memo
ries I've created using this album as
background music. I am confident
my opinion of "Some Nights" will
rise even higher as I begin to also
use it as background music as well. I
can already sense an overwhelming
growth of appreciation every time I
hit the replay button.
Fun's audience is wide— as one
can probably imagine,fun.hasanentertaining sound. With titles like "We
Are Young", you can bet your bot
tom dollar fun. is relevant to us col
lege students.The band's first single
from "Some Nights", "We Are Young",
was even featured on a Chevy com
mercial and an episode of Glee.
Yet the leap to popularity hasn't
seemed to change fun. in a negative
way. Sure, the sound has changed
into something which encompasses
a wider audience but hopefully this

Madison Gassner, Staff Reporter
MGASSNER@CSUM8.EDU

will spread a much-needed appre
ciation for a wider range of musi
cal genres. The band eloquently
addressed this eventual change
in the song "Bar Lights" on their
first release, "I
don't need to
be reminded
a change is
gonna come/l
can feel it on
the tip of your
tongue." Some of the changes to the
band's sound also seem to be a pos
sible attempt at taking a necessary
step out of the path created by The
Format's footsteps.

People can relate to emotional
meltdowns expressed in fun.'s lyr
ics such as "as I walk through the
streets of my new city/my back
feeling much better, I suppose/l've
reclaimed the use of my imagination/for better or for worse, I've yet
to know/but I always knew you'd
be the one to understand me,/I
guess that's why it took so long to
get things right. Suddenly I'm lost/
On my street/On my block/Oh why,
Oh why/Oh why haven't you been
there for me?/Can't you see, I'm los
ing my mind this time?/This time
it's for real, I can see..." from the
song "Be Calm" on "Aim and Ignite".
The new album has a discernible
bit of digital voice alteration which
has garnered negative attention
from fans. Yet, these fans probably
fail to recognize the fact that lead
singer Nate Ruess's voice is pow
erful enough
to render the
electronic
manipulation
an artistic en
deavor
and
an instrument
within itself. I sought out live or
acoustic versions of the songs on
this album, and was by no means
disappointed by what I heard, saw
and felt during the experience—

People can relate to
emotional meltdowns
expressed in fun.'s lyrics

in fact the exposure to the live in
terpretations made me fall more
deeply into a state of admiration
for the band.
"Some Nights" doesn't disap
point with its insightful lyrics and
catchy melodies. I can distinguish,
among others, hip-hop, tribal, gos
pel, classical, Christmas and even
Queen musical influences in the
sound. Comparing fun.'s music to
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Queen's sound is a high compli
ment coming from a person whose
musical tastes have a classic rock
drenched foundation. As men
tioned earlier, it's the diversity in
the sound which makes fun. Fun.
If you enjoyed "Aim and Ignite",
"Some Nights" seems to reside in a
similar vein and warrants listening.

Getting Healthy Grub
DITCHING THE JUNK FOR HEALTHIER OPTIONS

Robyn Simpson, Staff Reporter
RSIMPSON@CSUMB.EDU

We happen to live in the most
fertile place in the United States,
and one of the largest agricultural
producers in the entire world. Get
in your car and drive 15 minutes
east and you'll find yourself sur
rounded by fields of lettuce, and
continue south from there and you
won't see an end to the farmland
until the sun goes down. With such
an abundance of quality local pro
duce, it's definitely frustrating that

most of the food we can purchase
on our meal plans comes straight
out of a freezer, but being a stu
dent living in a tourist-heavy area
like Monterrey makes it hard to eat
at a restaurant without drumming
up a huge bill, rig'
On the con
trary, there are
many
things
you can
do
with each dol
lar in your food
budget to turn
it into the larg
est plate of food possible. There
are plenty of establishments that
might be a little off the beaten
bath, lack a shiny sign or a familiar
TV mascot, or that you might even
drive past not even realizing there's
cheap, hot food inside, waiting for
someone to eat it. These eateries
use fresh, local ingredients to cre
ate food that is delicious, as well
as socially conscious. By eating at
local restaurants which support

local growers and farmers, we put
our money back into our local com
munity and build the foundation
on which local jobs and business
to grow.
There are also plenty of op
tions for easy-to-cook meals you
can make in
the dorm or
at home. Even
though it's in
convenient to
trek down the
three flights of
stairs, and take
an extra half hour out of the day to
bake a pizza, monetarily speaking,
cooking your own food can feed
a couple people for a few dollars
apiece. Instead of ordering out,
spending six bucks for a pepperoni
pizza you can cook in the ovens
in the dorm can feed two or more
people for less than half the price
pizza would cost from delivery or
on campus. Additionally, these piz
zas are made to order with fresh

You're eating
hamburgers and fries
or you're not eating
on campus at all

ingredients, and, frankly, taste a lot
better than a majority of the pre
packaged delivery services. With
the quality of product, and the
added benefit of eating heartily
on a shoestring budget, take-andbake pizza is an extremely effective
method for eating on a student's
budget.
I'm trying not to dwell on the
negative aspects of student cui
sine, but every time I decide to eat
on campus I am frustrated with
the overwhelming amount of low
quality,
non-nutritional frozen
food which is served. Fresh, local
food is much cheaper to serve than
shipping in frozen slop from whoknows-where, and it helps our local
economy.
Without pointing fingers or di
viding blame at any single group,
the bottom line is that frozen, pre
prepackaged, deep-fried food, is
not good for the nutrition of stu
dents on this campus. Outside of
the salads you can make for your-

self at the Dining Commons, there
aren't many options for students
looking to monitor their food and
calorie intake and if you have class
or work during the times that the
Commons decides to be open,
then you're eating hamburgers and
fries or you're not eating on cam
pus at all. This is my situation most
days, and I know I'm not the only
student here who has to really work
to avoid eating unhealthy food ev
eryday.
That's why it's important to go
the extra mile and make the effort
to supplement your diet in order to
maintain a healthy lifestyle. There
are plenty of options with both local
restaurants and quick meals you can
cook yourself in a small kitchen, and
you'll be surprised how good it feels
to get some fresh cooked food in
your system for a change. Grill it up.
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Don't Cut the Parks
State and National Parks Are Getting Cut. So?
Zach Bartley, Staff Reporter
ZBARTLEY@CSUMB.EDU

I have an experiment I want all of
you to perform. I hypothesise a fan
tastic day at the end of this experi
ment.
Get in your car, or a friend's car.
In fact, bringing a friend may make
this funner anyway. I want you to
get on Highway 1, driving south,
and stop after 15 or 20 minutes, as
suming you don't hit any traffic and
are starting from the Cal State Mon
terey Bay area.
You should be on the dirt at the
side of highway and possibly think
ing, "Where the hell did this edito
rial take me and why was I stupid
enough to follow it?" No worries,
friend, you're at Point Lobos State
Natural Preserve. It's part of the
California State Park system and is
perhaps one of the greatest loca
tions in all of California.
It's beautiful and well main
tained, yet, for the rest of the state
and national parks today, there's a
big problem. Along with the bud
get cuts to education, health ser
vices, public transportation, and,
oh yeah, education, the enclaves of

our society's environmental stew
ardship are facing deep cuts.
To account for a funding reduc
tion of $22 million in the fiscal year
2012-13, California State Parks will
close 7,0 of its 279 locations start
ing July 1, according to the admin
istration's website. This is a quarter
of all of its locations. In President
Obama's recently proposed fed
eral budget, there is a miniscule
increase in funding the National
Park system, but due to higher in
surance and fuel costs, the funding
for the National Park system will ef
fectively decrease.
These cuts are ostensibly hap
pening because the politicians
who write the budgets realize the
government has far more expendi
tures than revenues. This situation
brings out rhetoric of "tightening
our belts," "common sacrifice," and
other cliches I am sure most of us
are tired of hearing by now. What
matters is that services are being
cut so our government doesn't face
debts any more massive than it al
ready faces.

But, the cuts made to California
State Parks and the National Park
systems are puny solutions with ex
tensive repercussions.
How puny are these cuts in the
grand scheme of things? California
State Parks is being forced to close
a quarter of its locations due to a
shortfall of $22 million, as stated
earlier. As California had a popu
lation of 37 million in 2010, this
cut saved the average Californian
$0.59. When cuts to public services
are being discussed, it is common
to hear someone say something
akin to "if we only digged a little
deeper in our pockets we could
easily fund this worthy cause." This
expression is usually a metaphor,
but not with the state parks. I have
three quarters and a few pennies in
my pocket. With a little help, I could
save our state's parks. Could you?
These cuts are not the solution
we need to solve our funding prob
lems. When the debts our govern
ment incurs are running into the
billions and forcing us to cut back
on the things we value most, a
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measure which saves each citizen
$0.59 does nothing to alleviate the
problem. Simply put, these cuts
show us two things: our legisla
tors are getting desperate and they
realize nobody cares about State
Parks, which means it isn't worth
while for them to care about it.
This is why I want you to go to
Point Lobos. Better yet, I want you
to drive an extra ten minutes and
stop at Garrapata, one of the 70
State Parks that will no longer re
ceive upkeep on July 1. At these
places, you'll see a pittance of the
wonders the State Parks offer to us.
What the State Parks offer us is
pride in living in one of the great
est locales in the entire world: Cali
fornia. They offer us an unrivaled
exposure to nature. They help pre
serve our history and our ecology.
Therefore, try the experiment I've
given you, visit a State Park, and see
if the legislators in Sacramento and
Washington, DC were right about
you not caring.
Other local Parks include:
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ZACH BARTLEY

Other local Parks include:
Marina State Beach
Ft. Ord Dunes State Park
Asilomar State Beach
Monterey State Historic Park (Old
Monterey)
Jack's Peak County Park
Salinas River State Park
Carmel River State Beach
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It Ain't Easy Being Green
Assessing Our Energy Situation

Kent Wellington, Staff Reporter
KWELLINGTON@CSUMB.EDU

This university is committed to
being "green", but at night, build
ings across Cal State Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) are often more of a bright
white. Late at night, when class
rooms and hallways are deserted,
a plethora of lights and televisions
remain on. Noticing this, I decided
to look into the school's policies
regarding electric power. I found
out, however, that CSUMB is quite
green, and becoming more Earth
friendly every day.
To gain some insight into the
school's power situation I met with
Mike Lerch, Associate Director of
Facilities Services and Operations

at CSUMB. From his office, which
looks more like a command center,
he gave me the skinny on our en
ergy situation, and the great strides
that have been made.
Since 2005, power consumption
has gone down considerably due
to retrofit projects, maintenance,
and investments in the future,
he explained. In 2007, President
Dianne Harrison joined the Presi
dent's Climate Commitment, which
dedicated CSUMB to reducing our
carbon impact and eventually be
coming completely climate neutral
by 2030.
Lerch shared with me a plethora
of successful projects that have
drastically reduced the school's
power consumption. A light ret
rofitting project in 2006 alone
brought lighting energy down
from 336,000 Kwh/year to 174,000
Kwh/year. These gains, Lerch notes,
are not easy on the school's tight
budget. He says they are always
looking out for opportunities for
funding such projects.

CSUMB has garnered multiple
incentive awards from PG&E for
conserving the natural gas and
electricity used to heat and light
campus buildings. According to
Facilities Services & Operations,
between 2005 and 2010 Main Cam
pus energy use was reduced by 20
percent. Because of progress like
this, The Princeton Review in its
2011 edition named CSUMB of the
nation's most environmentally re
sponsible schools.
In 2008, the Tanimura and Antle
Family Memorial Library opened
on the campus of Cal State Mon
terey Bay (CSUMB). It was, and
still is, the largest building on the
school's campus. It is also recog
nized as being especially "green."
Along with the Dining Commons, it
is the second building on campus to
be awarded a Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design (LEED)
silver certification. The building uses
30 percent less energy because of
smart innovations like extensive
glass walls that let in natural light.

A year after the library opened,
in 2010, a large solar power gen
eration facility was completed on a
vacant lot on the east side of Sev
enth Avenue. On average the solar
panels meet about 16 percent of
the school's energy needs. Accord
ing to Lerch, during some summer
months the campus can operate
solely on solar energy.
Considering all the progress, I
asked Lerch why then, across cam
pus, so many lights, televisions, and
other appliances stay on 24 hours
every day even when not in use.
Lerch acknowledged that it was
unfortunate, but said that the costs
to remedy the situation outweigh
the benefits. In many places, lights
must remain on all the time for
egress purposes, Lerch said. He told
me that each room would need to
be individually assessed, taking
into account safety and practicality.
Oscar Diaz, junior, CST, said he
doesn't think students and faculty
are very concerned about energy
waste.

"There's definitely a disconnect,"
Diaz said. "Nobody feels obligated,
or at least they don't go out of their
way, to turn off lights and applianc
es around campus." Diaz said there
should be a policy by which stu
dents and faculty can turn things
off when not in use, but as of now
he's not sure if he's even allowed to.
Though there is still much that
can be done, and we have a while
until our climate neutral goal date
of 2030, CSUMB is no energy hog.
Mike Lerch and the entire Facilities
Services & Operations Department
are working tirelessly to make our
campus a shining example of con
servation and innovation.

front of their suites or in common
rooms for the maintenance staff to
take out (not a part of their job).
To all of these problems there
is one solution: students should
make a change in their daily lives.
This isn't about having each stu
dent go out of his or her way to
beautify our campus. Just do your
part to keep the school present
able and litter-free. CSUMB partici
pates in events such as Recyclema
nia and Weigh Your Waste in order
to inform students of the impact
they have on the environment: a
message that tends to fall on deaf
ears. Students tend to shirk their
basic responsibilities because liv
ing in housing that provides
so many services for resi
dents; they feel they are enti
tled to do as they please with
their resources, ignoring the
consequences
oftheiractions.
If CSUMB can

manage to provide proper waste
bins and empower students to
motivate themselves, then we can
have a campus that is much closer
to true environmental sustainabil
ity. A concerted effort between stu
dents and the school can only lead
to a greener future.

A Cleaner Campus
How to Solve a Litter Problem

Miles Stations, Staff Reporter
MSTALIONS@CSUMB.EDU

Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
takes pride in its efforts to become
a more environmentally sustain
able university. The school has
shown progress for its dedication
to a carbon footprint reduction.
However, when conscious action
is required to maintain the ideals
and cleanliness of our campus by
students, we fall short of our goals.
On campus, litter is occasionally
visible along frequented pathways
but the main issue lies with the

trash and recycling bins near resi
dence halls. These waste bins tend
to overflow with trash bags and
recyclable items, which are rarely
separated into their proper con
tainers. This then leads to raccoons
ransacking the bins and spreading
the already messy waste across a
larger area. The receptacles are also
victims in this situation, with lids
and occasionally entire bins being
spilled over.
Another major issue concerning
waste management are the ciga
rette butts strewn across campus;
a problem the school doesn't seem
to acknowledge. Not once have
I seen the campus free of butts.
They tend to collect in cracks in the
pavement and in the dirt corners of
merging walkways, rarely noticed,
but ever present. CSUMB policy
requires smokers to be a minimum
of 25 feet away from buildings, yet
trash cans are placed near doors
and ashtrays are missing entirely. I

have seen a few trashcans around
campus with rusted-through ash
trays, but nothing coming close to
proper waste-disposal. This forces
smokers to ash cigarettes on the
ground or on their heels and throw
them in garbage cans, which runs
the risk of igniting a fire. This does
not come close to a solution con
sidering cigarettes still end up on
the ground. Ashtrays located near
residence halls and the library
would solve these issues quite nice
ly, leaving no excuse for cigarettes
to be discarded improperly.
There are large trash and recy
cling receptacles placed nearby
every residence hall where stu
dents are expected to throw away
the garbage from their rooms, but
some find it more convenient to
simply walk outside and throw it all
into the trash in front of the doors.
Some don't even bother with the
effort it takes to go outside, and
instead opt to leave their trash in
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SUDOKU
su*do*ku [soo-do'koo]

Each Sudoku has a unique solution
that can be reached logically
without guessing. Enter digits
from 1 to 9 into the blank spaces.
Every row must contain one of
each digit. So must every column,
as must every 3x3 square.
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sexual healing
I Want To, Do You?
Jerennina Angeles Piguing, Staff Reporter
JPIGUING@CSUMB.EDU

As college students, being away
from home, we spend less time with
our family and more with friends,
classmates, acquaintances, and
even lovers. So finding someone to
be with physically has gotten easier
than when we were living with our
parents. The problem, when we
already have somebody, is always
wanting the physical whenever we
are with them. According to WebMD's article on the comparison of
sex drives in men and women, men
have more direct sex drives than
the 'oh so much more demanding'
sex drives of women. So when your
significant other is getting that itch
that only you can scratch, do you
have no other choice than to com
ply? - or vice versa?
Girls, we don't always wanna get
dirty in the sheets every time our
man points his lower head in our di
rection. And guys, how about when
your woman starts getting frisky at
the wrong moment? And I'm sure
this goes for same sex couples as
well. I don't personally know this
but I infer that just because you are
physically intimate with someone
of the same sex doesn't mean your
sex drives are equally matched and
that there is a sense of a synchro
nized sex drive that gravitates you
towards each other (and the sheets)
at exactly the right time.
So where does that leave a cou
ple that is constantly on a one way
street to no sex? Does it mean that
there's something wrong in the re
lationship? The answer is NO. Some
students have stated that when
this happens in their relationship,
they tend to comply and get down
and dirty with their significant
other regardless of how much they
don't want to at the moment.
I want to make sure everybody
understands: IT IS OK TO NOT
WANT TO HAVE SEX AT ANY GIVEN
MOMENT!
Besides, sex is amazing if you
actually WANT IT before you do it.
There are many ways to respond to
a sex drive that just doesn't match
yours at the allotted time.
First: It helps to understand that
men do tend to think more about
sex than women. And because
of this, they tend to ask for sex in
a more straightforward manner.
Again, my opinion lacks experience
in the area of same sex relation
ships so I can only account for het
erosexual relationships but I imag
ine that even between two men or
two women, there would always be
one partner that is more sexually

enthusiastic than the other.
Second: It also helps to under
stand that what women want in sex
can sometimes be complicated and
confusing; enough so that even
they may not understand what
they want. This virginal ego doesn't
always allow women to ask for sex
or even ask for what they want dur
ing sex. Again, this could also ap
ply to the less sexually enthusiastic
partner in any relationship.
Third: Sex is not only intercourse.
Sex is not just the (hetero) penis in
the vagina bit but also what leads
to a happier end for both partners
involved. Kissing, touching, licking,
stroking - no matter what you've
got to work with, you best not for
get to work with it!
Men and women biologically
have intricate and exciting nerve
endings and hot spots that take
some time to explore and ignite.
I say explore each other and even
your own bodies to find what
works for you and your partner. Try
different kinds of foreplay to get
into the mood or experiment with
each other's fantasies.
Fourth: If you (or your partner)
is adamant in not partaking in the
roll around the hay, TALK. A simple
"Why?" can easily spark a conversa
tion in what one can do to bring
the other happiness both sexually
and emotionally. Talking with your
partner, especially when the sex
ual timings never seem to match,
could help each couple find solu
tions and even more exciting ways
to reach an "0"-some ending.
The most useful tool in any sex
ual and physical relationship is an
open mind. Always keeping your
significant other in mind when
thinking about your happiness will
bring about their happiness and
could potentially be enough for the
moment to reignite the fire. Once
the fire is ignited, it is as you please
to please each other.
Talking and keeping an open
mind may even help YOU find
something new that sets you "O"ff
with your partner in the right way.
So the next time your partner
comes towards you with that notso-sly look of invitation, don't ward
them off with that annoyed sense
of misdirection but rather keep an
open mind and know that whether
or not you are just as eager as they
are for a romp in the sheets, there
are other ways of connecting and
reaching a higher gr-O-und of hap
piness.

OTTER VOICE

Designed By: Kameron Sawyer

Bum/Burning/
It will Burn
Untitled
John Burroughs
JBURROWS@csumb.edu

i'm in love with a stripper
but what else is new?
i'm in love with you
and you and you and you.
and you.
you too.
i'm waking because of you.
kiss me you full.
you're not the man i married,
we were once great lovers
kissing sweetly, gently, tenderly
in the rain.
and humping,
she wanted angry sex.
i was famous
in 1933
a lover of
starlets dressed as harlots
or were they
harlots dressed as starlets?
no, no, that's right,
it was i the harlot
and they the starlets,
all the playboys know,
bitches look best when they
glow in the dark.
i'm leaving because of you.
darling,
though drowning i may be,
you should know,
i never loved you.
i'm still in love with a stripper.

Morgan Ashley Lee
MOLEE@CSUMB.EDU

vast and wide
here before land and life
silently annihilated

waste killing millions of inocent bystand
ers
who harm neither your nor I
who has bequeathed humanity the right
to condemn them too die
I want my sons to witness dolphins and
whales
a reminder of humanities size
I would like to witness the same look of
bewilderment
in the next generations eyes

we, are mutilating the planet
with our gluttony and disrespect
the upwelling in the spring reveals
remnants of plastics in the sediment
it will not get better, it will only get
worse
but prevention make keep the damage
from ultimately crucifying our mother
earth
the ocean and it's beauty
the glorious life beneath
the warmth ofthe sun as the water cools
your feet
will be doomed because of the way that
mankind mistreats

SUBMISSIONS
Ever wanted to have something published in a
newspaper?
Now is your chance!
The Otter Realm is now looking for creative works of poetry, short stroies, letters
to the editor, and reviews. Send your submissions to submissions@otterrealm.net.
Our print limit is 500 words, but we will publish the rest at www.otterrealm.net
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Blind
Rebecca Ferguson
RFERGUSON@csumb.edu

A view askew is nothing new
But this one is harder to stand
Is it hard to see, is it just me?
One odd, and one too bland
Every day, it seems to say
This doesnt fit and does not work
Much too forced to run its course
It seems a mismatched quirk

Perhaps it's kind to leave it blind
They say ignorance is bliss
Although to me it cannot be
Something that is missed
What I want more is to ignore
This twisted, fraudulant pair
Just walk around without a frown
And pretend that nothing is there

This situation, in its frustration
Only bothersome at times
Is growing steadily, but also readily
Fleeting from my mind

So it is kind to leave it blind
Because ignorance IS bliss
Even if to me, it cannot be
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OTTERS ON CAMPUS
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OTTERS ON CAMPUS QUESTIONS:
1. What's your favorite midnight snack?
2. Would you rather be invisible or be able to read minds?
3. How do you eat Oreo's?
4. If you could learn to do anything, what would it be?
5. What would you do if you were the last person on Earth?
OTTERS ANSWERS:
1. Almonds
2. Read minds
3. The right way, I take it apart and eat the center first.
4. Speak a foreign language fluently
5. Collect an animal menagerie to keep me company.
Donna Kline
Staff/Research Associate (SEP)

1. Popcorn and peanut butter m&m's
2. Invisible
3. Open it up, dunk one without frosting
in milk and eat and do the same with the
other side.
4. Fly
5. Travel to all the places I couldn't before.
Andrea Davis
Junior, Kinesiology

1. Chips-Ahoy cookies
2. Invisible
3. Take two cookies and dip them in milk for ten
seconds.
4. Learn to solve any problem.
5. Make friends with the animals.
Victor Beltran
Sophmore, VPA

1. Cheeze-lt's
2. Invisible
3. Take them apart and lick the frosting.
4. Learn how to speak Portuguese.
5. Do everything illegal.
Cristina Hernandez
Freshman, Biology

1. Donuts and coffee!
2. I would rather be able to read minds
3. I eat them whole!
4. I would learn to speak a variety of languages
but I would also learn to play the guitar or piano.
5. I might have answer for this question after
December 21 st this year:)
Officer Juan Magana
University Police

1. When I was in college I loved to eat donuts and pizza, together. Now, I'm
in my second R.E.M. at 12am.
2. Read minds: As a psych-dabbling guy, reading minds would make things
much easier.
3. I don't, I eat Joe Joe's. Much better tasting, and better for you. And I eat
them with a glass of milk.
4. I would travel to each planet in our solar system (including Pluto). Walk
around a bit on each world, get some souvenirs, and be back home in
three hours.
5. I would search for all those I care about. No way this solo thing would
and could be possible. I would be bringing them with me, or going down
with them.
Greg Rhynes
CSUMB Cross Country Coach

